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~ 1 ~ 

 

Foreword by Tarun Govinda das 

 

Everyone who knows Sripad BV Sadhu Maharaja realizes 

many wonderful things.  

Everyone who meets Sripad BV Sadhu Maharaja makes 

unique and very personal realizations in his presence. 

Everyone has a very unique relationship with him. 

 

But one thing I found common in all experiences from 

people I met: They all can clearly feel and recognize the 

special kind of love he radiates. Whenever I talked to 

people who have met him or who stayed with him for 

some time, they all told me the same thing: They are 

completely fascinated how Sripad BV Sadhu Maharaja 

treats other people.  

They all feel loved. 

They all feel taken care of. 

They all feel that this kind of love is not from this mortal 

world. 
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To me personally, Sripad BV Sadhu Maharaja is the perfect 

example of how the title of this trilogy comes to life - right 

here in this world: “Love in Action”. 

Sripad BV Sadhu Maharaja is filled to the brim with love 

for his most beloved Sri Sri Radha Mohan. I have been 

with him many times and I am always amazed how much 

he loves Them and how much he is absorbed in serving 

Them, in always being with Them. 

But what impresses me the most is that he doesn`t do this 

in a fancy over-esoteric, completely world-withdrawn 

manner. He is always with the Divine Couple, no matter 

where on earth he is at any given time. Most of all, we can 

witness his beautiful love in his Munger Raj Mandir in 

Vrindavana, especially if one has the great fortune to hear 

him sing an arati-temple-ceremony for his beloved Sri Sri 

Radha Mohan.  

He dedicated his whole existence to Them and he sees 

everything in connection with Them. But like said, he is 

able to do this right here in this world. In his daily life, he 

shows us how to see everything in connection with Them. 

He always says that the internal life and external life of a 
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devotee should be the same, meaning that one should be 

authentic. He is truly a master of this. 

“Love in Action” means that all our actions find their 

foundation in selfless love. But we need to put Radha and 

Krishna in the center of our love and see Them in all living 

entities. He always tells us that if we want to enter the 

kingdom of love which is Goloka Vrindavana, we should 

start to practice loving actions right here in this material 

world. By giving respect to others, by being humble and by 

always remaining focused on Sri Sri Radha Mohan, we will 

be able to practice “Love in Action”. 

If we are not able to practice “Love in Action” here in our 

earthly relationships and duties, how can we expect to be 

able to practice “Love in Action” in the eternal kingdom of 

the purest love? 

Sripad BV Sadhu Maharaja is the perfect teacher of this 

practice. He loves Sri Sri Radha Mohan and he loves all 

Their creation. He is the kindest and most merciful person 

one can hope to imagine and once touched by the beams 

of his radiating love, one is caught and one can´t escape 

his utterly sweet and loving charm. 
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It is said that we can recognize a true sadhu when by 

looking at him, we remember Sri Sri Radha and Krishna. 

By looking at our beloved Sadhu Maharaja, our hearts melt 

and we feel his permeating divine love and we 

immediately remember the Divine Couple.  

It is said that the one who loves Radha and Krishna, is 

loved by everyone and has no enemies. Sripad BV Sadhu 

Maharaja fits this profile perfectly. 

Everyone loves him. 

Everyone is inspired by him to love. 

Everyone comes closer to Sri Sri Radha Mohan by being 

with him. 

Everyone can learn how “Love in Action” works by 

"spying" on him. 

Dandavat pranams to my beloved siksha-Gurudeva, Srila 

Sadhu Maharaja. 

I have no words to express my love and gratitude to you. 

Thank you for showing us the way of "Love in Action". 

 

Tarun Govinda das, July 2014 
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About love 

 

Love is never coming from the mind. It is never coming 

from the senses. It is coming from the heart and soul. The 

senses can act for that but it will come from the heart and 

the soul. This is the journey from ignorance to goodness. 

What is the reason? Love is the reason, love is the goal. 

Because Krishna only needs love. 

 

patraṁ puṣpaṁ phalaṁ toyaṁ 

yo me bhaktyā prayacchati 

tad ahaṁ bhakti-upahṛtam 

aśnāmi prayatātmanaḥ 

 

“One who, with love, makes an offering to me 

of a leaf, a flower, fruit, or water – 

Such an offering, presented with love, 

I accept from one whose self is devoted.” 

(Bhagavad-Gita 9.26) 
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These four subjects what we are giving have no meaning 

without love. “Patam” means I am offering myself to you. 

“Phalam” means I am giving my results to you. I come to 

meet you my dear, so I bring flowers (puspam) for you. 

I bring tears, this is my love because my heart starts 

melting so I bring tears for you. Without love this cannot 

happen in your life. There are two types of tears. There are 

cold tears and there are hot tears. When your heart is 

melting, cold tears are coming. 

When you are crying because you are suffering of the 

material things, hot tears are coming. The cold tears make 

your heart pure, majanam. You can see the Lord very 

clearly. 

Love develops from the heart, from the soul. This is the 

base. This base is necessary for the development. You can 

take two stones. When you crush them, then light and fire 

can come. That means it requires two persons who are in 

the same mood. When both will sit and talk in the same 

mood sajati sanga is coming – being together in the same 

mood. Then a sparkle will come. That is the divine, the 

flow of love is coming. Then you see Caitanya 
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Mahaprabhu. He went to Ray Ramananda. Caitanya 

Mahaprabhu was a sannyasi. Why did a sannyasi go to a 

grihastra? That means Radhika Kishori is going to see 

Vishaka to sit together by themselves. Others can know by 

this example how to increase the divine connection. This 

love when They will sit, that is the way. Prem is the 

prajoyan. Just to see God is not a goal, a prajoyan. You can 

see Him for a minute, hundred times you can see Him. It 

is not much. It is possible. But what is the use? Some 

perfection will come to you. That perfection you can get 

for 50 rupees or 100 dollars. That is for nothing what you 

are doing. You are doing it for your connection, for your 

love, for the increase of your consciousness. Keeping 

always this connection - that can come only when you sit 

and when your prem will be the prajoyan. Love is the goal. 

Then you will always be in the mood of love, to give love 

to Him. And He will always be with you to receive that. So 

you are the closest and nearest person. And He is closest 

to you. Without closeness you cannot exchange the 

feelings. 
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Story of the ginie 

 

One man was with his spiritual master. But after a lot of 

time he didn’t feel that any material achievement 

happened in his life. Then he went to another person. This 

person said, 

“I will give you many things. I know the clue of one ginie. 

It is a ghost and he has nobody but he does good and bad 

things. And he is so powerful he will give you what you 

will ask.” 

The man said,  

“Wow! I was searching for this. Tell me what to do.” 

He said,  

“You have to do one thing. 50 km far away there is a tree 

and under the tree dig out a pot and a light like a candle 

light. And when you rub it, light will come and a ghost will 

come. You have to say something and when you don’t give 

him work he will kill you.“ 

The man answered, 

“I have lots of work to give him. My mind is full of work. 

Yes, I will follow you. Show me the way.” 
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He went there and took the lamp. He went back to his 

place, rubbed the lamp and a ghost came out. The ghost 

said,  

“What do you want?” 

“I want that you make a big palace for me.” 

He made the palace in a few minutes. 

“Now tell me what do you want?” 

“Furnish all rooms nicely.” 

“It’s done. What do you want now?” 

“Bring cars, cycles, scooters, everything.” 

“Ok.”  

“I need ten female and ten male servants to work here.” 

He arranged ten and ten servants. 

And then the ghost said, 

“What can I now do for you?” 

“Fill the rooms with grains, rice and wheat so that 

everyone can eat.” 

The ghost filled them. This way, everything what the man 

needed came. 

Then the ghost demanded, 
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“Order me to do something! I cannot sit idle. If I sit idle, I 

have to kill you.” 

The man complained,  

“The whole day I gave you orders. Now I need a rest. I 

have to go to sleep.” 

The ghost said,  

“No rest. You have to order me all the time.” 

The man begged, 

“Give me time for the night and in the morning I will give 

you more orders." 

The ghost said, 

“This is the first day and last day that I can do this. I will 

not give you the chance again. I will give you the chance 

for one night only.” 

The man thought, 

“If I sleep and in the morning I will not give him some 

orders, he will kill me. What to do? I have to go to my 

spiritual master.” 

He went to his spiritual master and said,  

“Master, I made a mistake. I have big problems. A ghost 

wants to kill me in the morning. And I gave him so many 
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things and he did them immediately and during the night 

I took some time off from ordering and I ran to you.” 

The master said, 

“I will find out what to do.” 

Then the master started to meditate and to think how he 

could help him. 

He said,  

“Do one thing: Tell the ghost to bring one big bamboo or 

wooden pole like a big tree pole. Then tell him to put oil 

on it from the outside and he should put it up in your 

courtyard. Tell him he should go up and down, up and 

down.” 

 

The man was very happy. In the morning the ghost came 

again. 

“Tell me something!” 

“Bring a wooden pole!”  

In one minute it was there. He said,  

“Put oil over the pole, lots of oil.” 

It was so full of oil nobody could go up. 

“And now you go up and down.” 
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And the ghost tried to go up and it was very difficult. He 

always slipped down. And the ghost was engaged in that 

and he never disturbed the man again. 

This is also the condition of the mind. The mind is 

creating too many things. If you don’t engage him in the 

repetition of the name of the Lord, this mind will start 

giving you disturbances. 

Say to him, 

“Go up, come down, go up, come down!” 

If the mind is engaged, he will help you. He will help you 

for very nice things also. Try to learn to use this mind Try 

to learn to use the senses so that they don’t use you. 

This ghost is like a mental desire. The name has to control 

the material desire.  
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Chanting the holy name 

 

„harer nama harer nama harer namaiva kevalam 

kalau nasty eva nasti eva nasti eva gatir anyatha” 

 

“In this age of quarrel and hypocrisy the only means of 

deliverance is the chanting the holy name of the Lord. 

There is no other way. There is no other way. There is no 

other way.” (CC 17, 21) 

In the age of quarrel always there is misunderstanding and 

fighting. This is the nature of the kali-yuga. Unnecessarily 

we create enemies because we are not consciousness of 

ourselves. It is the nature of the kali-yuga to live only in 

the senses. We forget our root of living and so we fight. 

This is the unconsciousness that we are fighting for 

nothing. The second thing is hypocrisy. That means inside 

something and outside something different. I talk 

something and I do something different. I do something 

but I think something else. What I say is for others not for 

myself. Like I want to preach in the world but I don’t 

practice it. But I talk for others. It happens very easily 
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because of the false ego. We are living in the ego and when 

my friends are the false ego hypocrisy will come, fighting 

will come, misunderstanding will come. They are the 

friends, brothers and sisters. This is the nature of the false 

ego that I’m full of envy, full of fighting, full of 

misunderstanding. Inside is something and outside is 

something else. How can one come out from this? 

Mahaprabhu said in the kali yuga you will try and again 

you will come in material consciousness. You will want to 

come to the spiritual life and spiritual consciousness that 

you are a soul and after five minutes you will come back in 

the material body. When you will come in the material 

consciousness naturally you will fight with others because 

it is the nature of the mind to doubt. The nature of the 

senses is to be not satisfied. If the satisfaction is not 

coming, then the fighting will start and to do this we will 

create two faces: our outside is different from our inside. It 

is like having two different faces. I’m talking something 

and I’m doing something else.  

There is one way there to change this: That is your love. 

When two lovers are together, they are meeting and 
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looking at each other. When they are together what do 

they do? They care for each other. And they always want 

to be together because that way they feel very happy. But 

at the same time they have also sometimes to separate. 

Then what is the way to think about the lover? There is 

only one way. You have to cry. When you will cry that 

means to think. Crying means thinking. You will think 

about his nature, his form and you will know the name. 

You will remember the name. Name is the way because 

when you will remember him the name will come. And 

when the name is coming he is coming. The name brings 

the person in the present. 

This only happens in the love. When there is more 

practice on and on then there is no difference between you 

and the person whose name you remember. He is always 

with you. If you have the feelings of love and you have 

love, you can feel it. 

„harer nama harer nama harer namaiva kevalam“ 

What does this mean? Mahaprabhu is in the full love of 

Krishna because He is Radhika. Caitanya is Radhika. 

Caitanya means consciousness. When I’m conscious with 
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my jiva I get the mercy that I feel that we are also Radhika 

dasia. When we are the servants of Caitanya that means 

we are the servants of Radhika. This is the way to increase 

our loving relation with Krishna. In the beginning when 

we are chanting it is difficult to do. Because there is no 

love, no taste but when the taste is coming and love is 

increasing then you don’t need to do it. It starts 

happening. When it starts happening you can feel that it is 

going on. Just you stop yourself. By doing any external 

things you can feel it. 

“Hare nama”, the name is full of power. There are so many 

meanings of the name. This is the Maha-mantra. 

Hare Krishna Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna Hare Hare, 

Hare Rama Hare Rama, Rama Rama Hare Hare. 

“Hare” means Radhika. “Hare” means also to capture, to 

cover. How is Radhika covering Krishna? She covers Him 

with her embrace. ”Hare” means Radhika and embracing. 

She embraces Him inside. “Hare Krishna Hare Krishna”. 

And Krishna is standing there. He doesn’t know what is 

happening. He starts looking what is happening. Then 

Krishna says,  
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“Oh, Radhika is embracing me.”  

“Krishna Krishna Hare Hare” means Krishna embraces 

Radhika closely.” “Hare Krishna Hare Krishna, Krishna 

Krishna Hare Hare” means Krishna opens His eyes and He 

embraces Radhika. “Hare Rama”, one person is singing 

this Maha-mantra. One is Radha, one is Krishna and one is 

the person who is remembering and chanting this. Three 

persons: One is the jiva who is singing and one is Radha 

and one is Krishna. What does “Rama” mean? “Rama” 

means ramanretiram, “Rama” means Radha-raman. 

Ramanretiram means who is always Krishna raman with 

Radha. 

“Hare Rama” when They get together and the two become 

one. They become ram. “Hare Rama” They come together 

by meeting. The devotee who is chanting this pastime is in 

ecstasy to see that. “Hare Rama” this “Hare” is for the soul 

who is chanting. The soul is so enchanted, is so much 

attached by looking at this, it is forgetting all physical 

existence and is only looking fixed in the identity of the 

Divine Couple. So by looking at this Divine Couple it is so 

much attracting to the soul. “Hare Rama Hare Rama”, the 
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soul is attracted to ram to the Divine Couple. “Hare Rama 

Hare Rama” – two times. I can see you. You are so 

merciful. I was never in my life expecting to see You 

together. Without purity it is not possible. I was covered 

with so much material egos and fighting and many things 

but nothing is effecting me. It is all clear. I can see You. 

That is the mercy of the Maha-mantra. “Hare Rama Hare 

Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare”.  

“Rama Rama Hare Hare” means the Divine Couple says, 

“What are you doing so far away? Come near to us.” 

“Rama Rama Hare Hare”. “Rama” means Radha and 

Krishna. They attract me so much that I forget everything. 

This name is the way of love. This is the name for my self-

realization. This name has a mystic power. With these 

eyes, with this body I can get all realizations of seeing 

Him. Everything becomes easy through the name. The 

question is this: How to be in this name? 

In the beginning I tell you, taste will not be there. In this 

material world if you fall in love with someone in the 

beginning, that name is not very tasteful. But when you 

fall in love it becomes very tasteful. That person becomes 
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very nice. You cannot live without that only because of the 

love. Similarly the soul has only one connection with the 

one who created him, maybe his father or mother or 

friend or lover whatever relation you develop. If you know 

this then you start loving all His creation. And not only 

this: You are also loved by all His creation. 
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Love is the way - love is the answer 

 

When Jesus was crucified he said three things. The first 

was,  

“Oh my Lord, why did you leave me?” 

“Eli Eli lama sabachthani?” 

It has a very deep meaning. I don’t want to leave you. But 

why do you want to leave me? What is my mistake? What 

happened to you? One is that I forgot you and I am so 

much in my senses. But for you: Why do you want to leave 

me? I am so covered. My soul is so covered. Maybe I did 

some mistakes, maybe something happened but you why 

do you leave me? What happened to me? What are my 

mistakes? When you want to leave me - no problem but 

excuse them. They are very ignorant. They don’t know 

what they are doing. Because I love you I request this from 

you. He also remembers the name. “Eli” is the name. “Hare 

nama hare nama hare nama e kavalam.” Every time he is 

speaking this name “Eli” two times. What is the meaning? 

To repeat the name of the Lord. You want to leave me no 

problem but I will never leave you. 
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“Eli Eli lama sabachthani?” 

“My Lord, my Lord why have you forsaken me?” 

Why do you want to leave me? I never think about leaving 

you. Why do you want to leave me? If you read the twelfth 

canto of the Bhagavad-Gita Krishna says,  

“You are my dear.” 

I don’t say that you Krishna are my dear. Beauty is when 

the Lord says, “You are my dear.” 

I leave you. That is my nature because you covered me 

with the senses. But you want to leave me? There is so 

much love inside. Without love there is nothing. 

Love is the way and love is the answer. 

And the name is your feeling of love is there. We are very 

fortunate that in our life we receive the way of love. Don’t 

try to remove the minus points. These are our 

qualifications. We don’t need to remove the minus points. 

We are pattiva. That is our quality. Through His power He 

will give mercy. We only have to know to remember Him. 

All covering will automatically clear. Remembering 

through the meditation, through yoga, through different 
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type of things but the easiest thing to generate love is the 

name. 
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Our istha-deva 

 

First sambandha is there with the master, the guru. By the 

grace of Gurudeva he sits inside your heart. He becomes 

caitya-guru and he guides you. That sambandha works in 

life. If we do that, it is the easy work. Because he sits inside 

you like a soul and the super-soul and the caitya-guru. 

There are three sitting inside you like “sat-cid-ananda”. 

“Sat” is the soul. “Cid” is caitya-guru. “Ananda” is the Lord. 

Caitya is the guru-shakti. He is in physical body but when 

we see this then we do mistakes. 

Istha-deva means the worshipping. Where is my worship? 

Without doubt you accept his istha-deva. Don’t try to find 

your istha-deva. The name and the form: that is yours. 

Easy because he is doing and you will do and the same 

mood will come. The spiritual life is not to show it. It is 

inside. We have to do inside, we have to practice inside. 

In sadhana, in tapasyia - inside we have to practice. You 

don’t need to change anything. No need to change where 

you are. Live that way. What you do, do that way but 

connect everything in a spiritual way. Before I was in the 
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center. I was keeping myself in the center. Now you are in 

the center my Lord. I do everything to make you happy. 
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The connection to Gurudeva 

 

The guru is Radhika. Guru is Nityananda. And he appears 

in different circumstances to us. So he is the main guru 

and sits inside the soul. The caitya-guru is also always 

there. The mind is creating doubts and I don’t understand 

some circumstances of the physical guru because he also 

acts like a normal person. 

That has no meaning. By the grace of Radharani 

everything will happen but don’t lose the faith in the 

master. Then the connection will break down. That is my 

advice. It is a spiritual connection. You don’t ask much 

that is possible. But spiritually always keep the 

connection. Maybe the circumstances will change and 

Nityananda and Radharani will help you in a different way. 

But if you lose the faith then the line will break down. Like 

light is coming. If I cut the power of the wire, light will 

stop coming. So we have to keep the connection so that 

power is coming to the bulb.  
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Relation and love 

 

Actually when I love my son or my wife or my family that 

time we see the body, we see the senses and we start 

loving. After some limitations it is temporary because it is 

a change. When it is changing what happens? We want to 

change. Because I am that time living in my senses, in my 

body. I want to do the same thing here but I’m not 

successful. We cannot tolerate because the senses have no 

capacity to tolerate. The body has no capacity to tolerate. 

The mind always doubts. This is the nature of the senses. 

When I was a child my senses were different. When I was 

young my senses and body were different. When I became 

old all my senses became weak. So like this it is changing. 

When I generate the relation with the Creator then I try to 

know the creation. And when I try to know the creation 

then I know that there are two creations: living and non-

living. Then I try to move from non-living to living and 

when I start in living entity and relate with Him then I see 

God in all living entities. Then I don’t want to leave that 
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relation. I don’t want to be distant from that. Then I 

become more tolerate, more peaceful, more serviceable.  

 

If I am related with someone like the Creator, I will like all 

his creation and what they do. Because I am in the center 

point and all their children are for me like my children 

and they are like my family. When I connect with the 

Supreme Lord then I connect with His whole creation. I 

like animals. I like birds. I like plants. I like nature. I love 

that because of Him. And in all creation I feel Him. Then 

you are more connected even if you are in positive or 

negative situations. There is no negative, no any suffering 

in that relation. 

Because it is a divine relation, it is a spiritual connection, 

not a physical. If my senses are used for helping, than it is 

a service. They do the service in the divine. That is not my 

desire but I do it for your happiness, to make you happy 

and all our activities are connected with the Lord. You are 

offering everything to Him. You don’t need to change your 

job, you don’t need to change your life. You have to 

connect it that it is God-consciousness. What you are 
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doing by that way you are always conscious. You are 

feeling connection, you are living for Him. Life becomes 

peaceful and free of all trouble. That person who is in 

these circumstances if some suffering is coming in his life, 

he doesn’t bother. He feels mercy. That time he wants to 

give. He doesn’t want to ask anything. 

I am ready to accept that circumstances, if You are happy. 

If you want to crucify me, I am happy because I am your 

son. I will never ask You to help me. I will give myself for 

Your happiness. That is love and relation. Without 

relation there is no love. 
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Vraja mood 

 

Arjuna said to Krishna, 

“I don’t want anything from you. I want you. If you are 

with me, I have everything.” 

This is love. Do I want from you or do I want you? It is a 

simple thing. If you want anything from Him, it is God-

consciousness. If you want Him, it is Krishna-

consciousness. Then you start giving your love. And when 

love is coming, there is Radhika. Without the mercy of 

Radhika, it cannot come in your life. 

radha-krishna prana mora jugala-kishora 

This is the way. Do you want something from Him or do 

you want Him? We think that we have to ask something 

from God. But how can you ask from anyone who is very 

close and private with you? You have to forget that He is 

higher than you. If you want to give love, you have to 

make Him parallel or lower than you like a mother and a 

son. Who is higher the mother or the son? The mother is 

higher. The son is the son. And mother’s love flows there. 

So the Supreme Personality of Godhead who is the Creator 
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of the whole universe He also feels that He should seek the 

love of the mother. 

Krishna says, 

“I cannot understand that I am God. Hide me, cover me 

and cover all my associates. I want to increase all my 

feelings and my relations and not my God-consciousness, 

my Supreme-consciousness. I want to become the son. I 

want to be a horse and play with my friends. To win the 

race, win the games is my tendency but I will lose it. You 

are covering me like this. And when I will lose the game, 

then I will feel happy when my friends will win.”  

Where do you find this? This mood is only in Vraja. 

Vrindavana is a divine place. This is a real story about 

myself. I only sleep in Vrindavana. I sleep there on a bed. 

I’m sleeping in the bed and I’m eating prasadam there. 

Everything is fine. Automatically realizations will flow to 

you. Sometimes I don’t go out of my room for ten days. 

They push me,  

“Why don’t you go out?”  

I feel disturbance outside. My whole life I practiced to be 

out. Now I am fortunate. 
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How to entertain your own Indra deva, the world of the 

senses? I remember I touched something. I desired 

something and around me they were arranging what I 

wanted. They felt my personal wishes. I was fully friends of 

with Indra deva. But at the same time my parents were so 

devoted, I saw that side also. During a short time I had the 

experience of both sides and I got the mercy of the sadhus. 

By their grace, I got realizations. 

Now I also get the mercy of sadhus. When you are not 

alone, you are always in the flow of mercy: guru-kripa, 

vaishnava-kripa. This is the only hope in my life. 
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Jesus darshan – the art of living 

 

One time I was in Brazil, and I was in the home of one 

Catholic woman who has been a nun since a very long 

time. Since 50 years she has been a nun, and she was a 

Vegetarian. Because I am a Vegetarian too, people 

arranged for me to stay there. I was surprised to see her 

love; being full of love for Jesus and full of love for 

everyone. When I was hungry she prepared everything on 

golden plates and with golden spoons and many varieties 

of food. 

Then I was moving in her house and I saw that there were 

some Indian pictures. I asked her, 

“If you are devotee of Jesus, why do you keep these 

pictures?” 

And she said, 

“No! Don’t say like this. It’s all connected. If I love the son, 

will I not love his father also? And if I love the father, will I 

not love also His son?” 

Then I told her, 
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“You see! I have learned something today!” 

I then felt very comfortable and I sat down in that room. 

When I sat, I looked at one big picture of Jesus. In this 

picture Jesus was showing one hand touching his heart, 

the soul. And in that position of the heart was coming a 

light, like a fire. The other hand of Jesus was showing two 

fingers. One hand touching the heart and one hand 

showing only two fingers. I was looking, and I was very 

excited about the positive vibration in this house. Then I 

said, 

“Jesus, I also prayed to you from my childhood. And today 

I am in the house of your devotee and I feel very nice. So 

please tell me what do you want to say with this picture. 

What is the meaning? I don’t understand what the hand 

showing two fingers and the other touching the heart 

means.” 

Then from the picture he appeared. He was standing. His 

picture was not anymore a picture. It was alive. I could see 

it.  

And he said to me, 
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“My dear son, two things: know God and know yourself. 

Two things, like the two fingers. If you know and you live 

in this consciousness, you know the art of living.” 

When I told this experience to the old nun, she was in 

ecstasy. She hugged me over and over and said, 

“I am so happy for you! You got it!” 
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Francis of Assisi and peace 

 

I went with a group of devotees to Assisi, to St. Francis 

place. Why did I go there? Because when I see the life of 

Francis I see twenty times that picture and by this I still 

remember all his pastimes. He could talk to the birds. The 

birds were coming like friends. Because in the birds he 

also saw the Creator. Why was he a fighter? When he saw 

in the fighting how many people were dying then he 

realized that body and soul are different. And what am I 

doing for this? It is useless. I will also die. And I have to 

leave this body. I will leave this body. So what I have I 

have to give to everyone. I have to distribute this. That is 

the use of this body.  

When he started throwing everything from his extra then 

his father controlled him and said,  

“These are not your things. You didn’t earn money to buy 

this. I earned money to buy it. You are a useless person.” 

We are very useful for the material world. Then it uses us. 

When we become useless for the material world then we 

become useful for the Lord. So he thought, 
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“Ok, then I have to leave this house.”  

He was not crying when he was leaving the house. He 

dressed nicely and went out. When his father saw this, he 

said,  

“These are very costly clothes. They cost me money.” 

He was standing with many, many people: young, old, 

woman, men, everybody was standing there. That time 

what did Francis do? He opened the clothes and said,  

“Ok, you can keep them.” 

Because he knew that he is a soul he was all covered. If he 

is not the body, it is all just a covering. The senses are my 

doors and windows. I covered this door and windows with 

the clothes. So he said, 

“Ok, keep them.” 

And he was not shy, he sat with the ladies, with male and 

female. He was a young boy. 

“Keep your things, my dear father,” and he left. He was so 

conscious with his identity, spiritual identity. 

One thing I also like: When he went to meet the Pope, he 

was dressed very simple, sometimes in dirty clothes. 
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People are convinced with the external. The Pope refused 

to see him. God came and said,  

“What are you doing? You do wrong. He is the best of my 

disciples. I love him. He realized more than you. He is in 

love with me and you don’t want to see him? You are 

doing an offence. Call him and meet with him or go and 

meet him.” 

Francis was not very far and came back again. And what 

did the Pope do? He touched the feet of Francis and kissed 

them and said,  

“I’m sorry. When I was young I also wanted to become like 

you. I also wanted to develop loving relation with God but 

I sit in this chair and this chair caught me and I couldn’t 

do what you are doing. I became religious to protect the 

things. And you are really spiritual who is in the love of 

God. You are free to do what you like.” 

Who is free? Who is in love of God is free. We are not free 

because we don’t fall in love with Him. So I went to see 

this time the place where he meditated. I talked with a 

priest and asked him if he can say something of the life of 
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Francis of Assisi. He said he was an unsuccessful person in 

his material life and when he came out from that he said,  

“Unsuccessful is the successful person.”  

He came here to meditate. I asked what kind of 

meditation did he do here. Yoga, hatha yoga, kriya yoga, 

what kind of yoga? He increased his yoga there. So yoga is 

important for your life. You have to go in yoga meditation. 

Meditation is the way to become peaceful. Yoga is the way 

to become peaceful to realize yourself. He was in 

meditation. He was in deep meditation. And from this 

yoga he got the peace in his life and he realized there 

when the peace comes then self-realization comes. Self-

realization means that the subjects are coming through 

your insights. Then I asked him if the peace is coming 

from outside or inside. He said,  

“From inside he got this peace.” 

And where are we searching for peace? When I get the 

BMW, the big house, the business empire then I will be 

peaceful. I was born in a king family. Because of the whole 

responsibility I was so peaceless that I had to take pills to 

sleep. And my blood pressure and blood sugar were 
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coming because of this mercy. Because in my past life this 

was my wish and I got it without working. When the 

responsibilities came to pay the bills I understood what 

was going on. The peace is not outside, not in the palaces. 

Still my family has many palaces in Munger and other 

places but nobody lives there. They all left. I was sitting in 

the car. When I wore blue clothes then I took the blue car 

and when I wore red clothes I took the red car and when I 

wore white clothes then I took the white car. That was my 

hobby. But I was not peaceful. Without effort it was easy 

for me. When I was eight years old I started driving the 

car. The government gave me the license when I was eight 

years old. Because everyone is coming to my father he 

said,  

“My son is driving.”  

And they said ok because it is India. 

This way then he said to me that he searched peace from 

inside. That is your meditation when you know your 

identity and you fall in love with God. God means light-

consciousness. One light wants to see the other light. But 

Krishna-consciousness is when God changes in the form of 
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beauty and sweetness. And Krishna wants his lover not 

without form. I have also a form and He has also a form. 

Why did Maria mention that we are the bride and you are 

the groom? Because this is the form. It is a deep meaning. 

Without form you cannot love. Female can love male and 

male can love female. This is the nature of love. There is 

the conjugal love. Without form there is no Krishna-

consciousness. Light cannot love God. Then it is God-

consciousness. Then we don’t have a relation. We make 

the relation for a few days, a few years and then it’s over. 

Krishna-consciousness means that God has a form and a 

very sweet form. And I want to be in three relationships. I 

want to be your friend. I want to be your father. I want to 

be your son. I want to be your mother. I want to be your 

daughter. I want to be your lover. 

Jesus said “my father”. Did he see the form of his father or 

did he say this to the light? Did he see the form or light? 

He saw the form because the father has a form and is not 

the light. Why did he not say to other people “father”? He 

knows the father’s form and his nature and his voice. He 

feels the voice of his father. He knows the form of his 
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mother. He didn’t go in the lap of any other person. 

Because this is the relation, love. And without relation 

there is no love. You need the form of both forms: yours 

and His. And in which relation you are to Him? And what 

do you want to give to Him? Taking from Him means 

God-consciousness. And when you want to give to Him 

that becomes Krishna-consciousness. What do you want 

to be? If you want to be close, in love that is the spiritual 

life. And love is coming through peace and peace is 

coming from yoga. When the soul is united with the 

super-soul, this is yoga. This is A. Then comes B, C, D,… 

We are fortunate that we want to be in peace to develop 

our self-realization. 

I also love Jesus. When I was a child first I didn’t know 

Krishna. I knew Jesus. I was in a Catholic school and there 

were very strict Germans. All was very strict. In every class 

you had to cross yourself. That way I became a Krishna 

devotee. First you have to be God-conscious, Vishnu-

bhakti. Then we want to relate more close to Him, face to 

face to Him. 
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I give you one example: Go on the motorway during the 

night and stand there. You will see some spark is coming 

from the distance. This is Brahman. When you are very far 

you can only see the spark of something. 

Wait for some time when you have time. You will see light 

is coming. This is Paramatma. Many people in this world 

are happy with the spark. They run away and say,  

“Oh, I got it.” 

But if you wait the bright light is coming. They say then, 

“Oh, I found in the darkness some light. Oh, I got it. I see 

Paramatma.” 

Don’t run. Wait. Wait. Then you see what beautiful new 

model car is coming: a German Mercedes. And it is 

coming to your front but so fast it is not staying. But you 

can see the color and the model, big or small car. You can 

see all details about the car. That is Bhagavan. 

Bhagavan means with form, I’m not happy with the spark, 

I’m not happy with the light. I want to see the form. That 

is the form. So we have to develop peace to wait and 

watch. This will come and go because it is in the speed. He 

is very fast. He comes and goes. If you have a desire you 
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have to feel it and mediate on Him and you have to wait 

then He will appear. 

One time the spark or the light or the form will come. 

Then you have to wait to go deep in that. As by your 

relation you can and you have to decide. If you will run 

away from your meditation it will not happen. You have to 

be in peace with Him. Mantra is important to wake 

abhidehya. One time it is important to have faith in guru-

nistha, nam-nistha, istha-nista. Guru-nistha gives in our 

life sambandayana. Only in the faith in the spiritual 

master we can generate this - if we are impersonal or 

personal. 

Personal means come in the relation. When I just meet 

and say “hello” and “hi” it is impersonal. I go to give my 

bad things and take the good things is impersonal. 

Personal relations means I want to be with You. I want to 

feel You. I want to share with You. I want to serve You. I 

want to love You. I want to be very close with You. 

Understanding is in the beginning. When I fall in love 

what is there to understand? That is a personal relation: 

sambandha. And the name will bring us in abhidehya. How 
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much I will pray for You, chant, think about You. I will be 

connected more and more with You. Because by 

remembering the name I will remember my identity to 

relate with You. Before I knew a spark, I knew the light but 

I want to know my form and Your form. Not in a physical 

way - I want to have divine feelings with You, personal 

feelings, internal feelings. That is istha-nista. In one form I 

want to be close with You. Then svarup will develop, 

automatically form is there. Automatically form will be  

There. That is my self-realization, the highest top of the 

subject. 
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“There is no sin.” 

 

One time I heard the gospel of Maria Magdalena. I liked it 

very much. I want to share that essence. I want to give the 

feelings of that. One in the group of Jesus was Thomas. 

Thomas one day asked Marie Magdalena, 

“What did Jesus say about sin? What was his opinion 

about sin? He is no longer with us but I know he is always 

with you. And you are very connected with him. What is 

his opinion about sin?” 

She said, 

“One day he came to me and I asked about this and he 

said to me that there is no sin.”  

Because no material thing can create sin. You see the 

wood under your feet. It is material. It is not creating any 

sin from you. No material thing in the universe can create 

sin. How can it create sin? 

But when the material mixes with the spiritual then it 

creates sin. Like my senses cannot create sin but my 

senses are like flesh, the body. Can the dead body create 

sin? 
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How you can use it, it cannot create sin. It is earth. But 

when the same is mixed with the spiritual that can create 

sin. What is that? The life, when we are alive, when we are 

living that is a spiritual living. The spirit of God is living 

within us. Atma, the soul is living. Then it is mixed and we 

created the sin. That is sin. And real sin is that I forgot 

myself that I am a soul. Not only this. That I forgot my 

relation with the Creator. That is my sin. I forgot the 

identity of the soul and the connection with the Lord, my 

father, that is my sin. This is a very important, very deep 

subject. Then we created the sin. 

Not only this that I forgot my relation is sin. What relation 

do I have? I am a bride and this is my groom. Spiritual 

words are always divine. You can see that in the Bhagavad-

Gita, in the Puranas and the Srimad Bhagavatam. How 

much do you want to go deep in the subject to confirm 

this more clearly? You can see this. I am telling you an 

example from the Bible. You will ask why am I telling from 

the Bible and not from the Bhagavad–Gita? One place in 

the Bible mentions that you cannot imagine God. But in 

the Bible it is mentioned when I was a child I saw You face 
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to face. Now I am grown up I forgot myself and forgot You 

also because I covered myself with the senses. I cannot see 

clearly. My mirror became dirty. How can I see myself? If I 

cannot see myself, I cannot see You. You go to the 

bathroom and take a shower with hot water and in the 

foggy glass you want to see your face but you cannot. You 

have to clean the mirror to see that. 

Similarly we are so much involved in our material desires 

we forget ourselves. That forgetfulness creates a distance 

from You because we start loving so many other things. 

We forgot to love Him. Because I forget my relation with 

You and I forget to love You, to think about You. Is it not 

in the Bhagavad-Gita mentioned like this? So when we 

read these divine scriptures and associate with divine 

persons our vision will open to see it. 

Love is the way. Love is God. How to see Him, how to love 

Him? When I will fall in love with Him, forgetting other 

things. How I love that is the thing. From which 

philosophy I got it that is a separate issue but love is the 

way. 
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About the senses 

 

When the glass is broken you cannot control that window. 

Air and heat will come in. You cannot control that. This 

we have to fix. You have to cover it. You have to make it 

right way. You cannot take out the window. Then more air 

will come. 

The eyes are there to search for the best, the beautiful 

things. The ears want to listen nice things about myself. 

The mouth wants to eat what is coming in my path. We 

don’t know what to eat and not to eat. What is good for us 

we don’t know. We want to see the beauty. The girl wants 

to see the beautiful man and the man wants to see the 

beautiful girl. And they think,  

“That is my goal for my eyes”. 

The ears want to listen the best things about myself. They 

never want to correct myself if somebody wants to teach 

us. So what will you say? All my doors and windows, all 

the glasses have some problems and are not in balance. All 

the windows and doors are open to let cold air in. 
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What is my dharma? What is my duty? To correct it. How 

can we correct it? When we will listen about the good 

things, about God. Because we are part and parcel of God. 

That way I will realize myself. To realize myself I have to 

listen about Him. Listen about the things to develop the 

center point of the Creator and all creation. This is mercy. 

If somebody is deaf then he will not get this mercy to 

listen. But we are fortunate that we can listen. So we have 

to change our practice of listening. This is my duty, my 

dharma. I want to see the beautiful things with these eyes. 

I always want to search for the highest beauty. Why do we 

not develop the desire to find the highest center of the 

beauty? Where all creation go mad to see that. Tapasis, 

yogis, rishis, they are meditating 5000, 10000 years to see 

that. 

We want the best. So the best we have to find. This is our 

intelligence. We have to eat something. Why not will I eat 

what He likes to eat? Why not will I first give to Him and 

then eat? Then I will protect myself and I will relate myself 

to my lover, with the center point of the universe. In this 

way we have to balance all our senses and fix them in the 
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right place. I cannot live alone with my senses. We have to 

live with the partner. 
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Past and present 

 

It is useless to think about the past. Forget your past to be 

happy. Learn from the past. Don’t repeat the past. If you 

repeat it then you don’t learn from the past. And live in 

the present. The mind should do this. When you are in the 

present you will create your good future. 

If you live in your past it is called “purdah” in Hindi and 

means “ghost”. You will be like a ghost. You will suffer. If 

you live in the present you will be connected with the 

Lord. To pray to Him, to remember Him, to use my time 

in the right way. This means intelligence. 
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Dharma 

 

What is my duty? Duty means what is my dharma? My 

dharma is to know my center point and to connect my 

center point with the super-center. The Creator is the 

super-center. Who is pious, pure? Who wants peace in his 

life, they want these things. Peace comes when I accept 

the truth. When I don’t want to accept the truth then I 

suffer. Truth is the Creator and He creates two things: One 

is the living and one is the non-living. So we think, where 

are we living in? Living or non-living entity? That is the 

point to think about. Where are we living? What are we 

thinking? What I will think I will get. 

What is my living thing what is my non-living thing? 
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Master and student 

 

I will request that everyone has to be a master. Everyone 

has the quality to be a master. To become a master you 

have to become a good student. Good students become 

good masters. To be a good student means becoming a 

good master. Who is first in the classes? They always want 

to sit in front of the teacher. They want to make personal 

relations with the master. Good students are one day good 

masters. Now are different days because nobody respects 

the teachers. Nobody loves, nobody obeys. In the Vedic 

culture the teachers do so much punishment and other 

things. The pupils never say anything. They are so humble. 

They are testing everyone how much you can tolerate. 

How much you are connected. How much you feel your 

master. This is the material thing but spiritual is more 

divine. We know that we have many responsibilities and I 

don’t say to leave your responsibilities. But escape from 

your responsibilities to become more peaceful. The gopis 

also have many responsibilities. They are full of 

responsibilities but they escape because in the love they 
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know to trick, to escape, they lie. They make some 

program to do that hidden. But the goal is to meet the 

lover. When you are spiritually enlightened everything is 

crystal clear for you. When you fly to the super-center you 

have to fly from your center. If you don’t come in your 

center, you cannot fly there. 
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Current of mercy 

 

We have to flow in the flow. The whole life we are 

swimming against the flow. This is our suffering. We are 

trying to swim and swim and swim but not with the flow, 

against the flow. If you want to swim, swim with the flow. 

You only have to lie down. The flow will automatically 

take you. That is spiritual life. 
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Follow your heart 

 

There are so many songs and stories about Krishna – 

where to start reading and praying and singing for a 

beginner? 

Take what your heart can take. Forget the mind. Take one 

thing. You will feel it and start thinking about it. Listen to 

anything you like. Take something what you like and start 

working on that. It will be very cooling, it will calm you 

down. But don’t take many things, just one thing. It will 

work. You have to be peaceful and patient. The goal is to 

become peaceful and happy.  
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“We need greed.” 

 

When mercy comes from the Vaishnavas, then we attain 

Sri Gurudeva. When Sri Gurudeva gives mercy, then we 

can develop more nistha in Gurudeva. When this nistha is 

coming in my life, then ruci (taste) is coming too. Without 

guru-kripa taste cannot come. When the taste in the name 

will come, then you know your goal, your prajoyan – 

where to go: 

Adhi-sneha, sama-sneha or visama-sneha. 

Adhi-sneha means who is more in the mood of the service 

to Radhika. You want to serve only Radhika, you don’t 

have any other business.  

One is visama sneha. You believe in God and want to serve 

only Krishna. 

One is sama-sneha who like Radha and Krishna, who like 

Krishna and Radha together.  

These three moods are existing. Everybody has a mood. 

When you are able to feel a mood, it is mercy, guru-kripa. 
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One is God-consciousness, one is Radha-consciousness 

and one is Krishna-consciousness. A mood is there. Start 

from God-consciousness. 

I listened to one pastime that is always coming to me. I 

want to share that. Everybody knows it. Every Gokulbasi, 

every Vrajabasi is worshipping the rain, Indra deva. He is a 

devata. They worship him. Indra means “indriyas”, the 

boss of the senses. “Gokula” here is this physical body 

where Radha and Krishna are living inside. So this gokul is 

worshipping these senses to please Indra. These bodily 

senses are worshipping the master of the senses. Forget 

the worship of Radha-Krishna. Worship the senses. Then 

what happened? 

Krishna said,  

“Don’t worship.” 

Krishna started teaching everyone,  

“Don’t do this. You better worship Govardhana.”  

“Go” means senses. “Vardhana” means to develop your 

desire to enjoy the senses.  

One time I was in Govardhana listening to Bhakti Vallabha 

Tirtha Maharaja. He is so old, a siddha purusha. He was 
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sitting in the chair and when he said “Govardhana”, he 

jumped. He jumped and said, 

“Govardhana! Govardhana! Govardhana! Do you know 

what the real meaning of Govardhana is? Develop your 

desire of the senses is Govardhana.”  

I was a little surprised because I was learning to stop the 

desire of the senses all these years. Mahajanas are 

important and I was wondering, 

“What is he telling?” 

The spiritual body is inside us, that is to worship (“to do 

Govardhana”). That is what Krishna teaches to his father. 

Even to his father Nanda Maharaja He is teaching this, 

“Don’t do the worship of Indra!”  

All Gokulbasis he is telling, 

“Don’t do this!” 

 

They listened because they love Krishna. But Indra 

became angry. He started to give more mercy in the form 

of rain. When Indra deva, when the senses start giving 

mercy, then what happens to the mind and body? Then 

Krishna says,  
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“What to do? They cannot do everything alone. They 

follow me. They listen to me. What to do now?” 

He himself lifted our spiritual consciousness. 

He said, 

“No, alone they cannot do. I will lift it.” 

Then the Vrajabasis thought, 

“We will have to lift this Govardhana.” 

So they put all the sticks up. And they all felt that each of 

them is doing this. When Krishna pushed it up with his 

left finger, then we also support it with our sticks. We also 

want to support Him. But really that is not a fact. The fact 

was that Radhika is standing near Krishna. We also put 

the sticks up and we also try to do a little because I got a 

little taste but Radhika is standing near Krishna. She 

thinks,  

“Oh, my Krishna is lifting the mountain. Why is Krishna 

lifting it? Oh, He can only do it because I am looking.” 

She is giving energy. Because only love can give energy to 

increase your Govardhana. We need only greed in our life. 

If there is no greed, who will give greed? Your love is 

giving greed. Without the mercy of Kishori Radhika no 
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greed can come to do Govardhana, to increase my spiritual 

identity and live there. 

We have to practice this in our life to increase our spiritual 

life. Day and night, seven days, Indra wanted to give them 

suffering. When Govardhana rises, he cannot do anything. 

The senses will also help to serve Krishna. The senses will 

become really useful in our life to see His eyes. It will be 

like drinking. The eyes will start talking. Listening means 

drinking nonstop. When you drink you don’t want to stop 

it. When you start to drink do you drink a sip or more? 

Nonstop listening will go on. Talking means you don’t 

need to talk with this mouth. Your eyes will talk in the 

form of tears in your meditation. The eyes will say, 

“What is happening?” 

Who is my sweet Lord? First you see the sweetness, then 

the Lord. I come from Vrindavana. We always like it 

sweet. In English you cannot escape the sweetness. 

Because of the sweetness He is the Lord. If there is no 

sweetness, then He becomes a different, an adoring 

person. You have to adore Him then, when sweetness is 

not there. You pray to Him, ask Him “give me this or give 
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me that”. He is not on the same level like you. He is higher 

than you. Sweetness will come when He is on the same 

level with you. Sweetness will come when He is lower than 

you. If He is higher, it is no sweetness. This is sweetness: 

madhur-adipater akhilam madhuram 

Everything is sweet. 

There are many questions in life. When there is no 

question, it means Govardhana is increasing. The 

Vrajabasis are helping. Krishna is keeping us on His lap. 

Support is there and great mercy of Radhika is there. 
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“Increase your govardhana.” 

 

There is Govardhana. Many are keeping a saligrama sila of 

him. What is Govardhana? “Go” means Indra (senses) and 

“vardhana” means growing of the desire of the senses. 

Which senses? The material or spiritual senses? The 

spiritual senses. That is the worshipping of Govardhana. 

This is the pastime of Govardhana. The Vrajabasis – all 

human beings – worship Indra. Indra means Lord of the 

senses. We always worship our senses. If we don’t do it, 

then they become angry. The king of the senses is Indra. 

He can bring you into goodness and also bring you away 

from Krishna. The senses say, “Worship us!” and so you 

worship your senses. All the Vrajabasis are worshipping 

Indra.  

Krishna says,  

“Stop this! Worship Govardhana, the spirituality. He will 

give you everything.”  

Then Indra started a very powerful rain. When you stop 

your senses they become more powerful. They start 

raining. Everything got out of control. Krishna says,  
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“This is a good chance. Come near to me. I will take this 

mountain. I will lift him.”  

Then the Vrajabasis went underneath and put the sticks 

up. They thought,  

“No, I am keeping it up. I can control this. I am doing this. 

I am sufficient to lift the mountain. I can protect myself.” 

They all have their sticks. But really, this is the mercy of 

Krishna. It can increase our spiritual consciousness and 

that way we can become closer to Krishna. Nonstop we 

can be like this with Krishna. 

Then the Vrajabasis, the gopis and Radhika say to the 

Creator, 

“Why are my eyes blinking? I don’t want my eyes to blink. 

I want to see Krishna all the time.” 

Radhika is also there. Before that she didn’t have the 

chance to be very close to Krishna because of lots of 

restrictions. All the restrictions are broken. Radhika gives 

energy to Krishna through her love to lift this mountain. 

Real energy is coming to Krishna through Radhika. 

Krishna also doesn’t want to go. He wants to keep it up. 

He says,  
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“Indra, please bring more and more rain so that we can 

always be here.” 

This way, all who want to increase the spiritual 

consciousness, they come near to Him. Indra cannot 

disturb them. 

When we are close to Him, Radhika is there, Krishna is 

there. There is no problem. Always you will see 

Govardhana coming.  

jaya rādhā-mohana kuñja-bihārī  

gopī-jana-vallabha giri-vara-dhārī. 

“Krishna is the lover of Radha. He displays many amorous 

pastimes in the groves of Vrindavana, He is the lover of 

the cowherd maidens of Vraja, and the holder of the great 

hill named Govardhana.” 

Giri-vara-dhari is also Govardhana. Gopi-jana-vallabha is 

also near to the gopis. Who is the enjoyer? The Creator is 

the enjoyer. When I want to become the enjoyer then the 

Creator becomes far from me. We are enjoyed. We are the 

creation of the Creator. We are enjoyed by the Creator. 

We are naturally prakriti. We are not purusha. We got the 

human body, male and female to understand this and to 
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develop our spiritual consciousness. Radha’s Mohan – 

kunja bihari - who always lives in the kunjas, that Radha 

and Krishna. 

It is an intense love they always have. You want to know 

Radha’s Krishna and you want to know without Radhika. 

How is this possible without Radhika? Caitanya Himself 

came in a male form. As Radhika He came in a male form 

to help us.  

“Caitanya” means consciousness. Which kind of 

consciousness? Spiritual consciousness. What is spiritual 

consciousness? The soul. When we are conscious, 

everything will be clear. When we are unconscious, 

everything is covered. Covered means darkness, like no 

light. Like there is no light and here, this place is full of 

lights. When we get in darkness we cannot see anything. It 

is a very deep subject. That is the goal of our life. This is 

Krishna consciousness. There are always three moods. 

Taste can only come when you understand this that 

Nityananda is Ananga Manjari. This is the tattva viveka. 

Radha’s Krishna is tattva. This is the reality. Everybody 

knows but we have to believe it and go through that. 
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There will be no doubts because she is the highest lover of 

Krishna. Why do we take guru-ashraya? It is to take the 

ashraya of Radhika, to understand the goal of life. What is 

the goal? Prem prajojana. What is prema? It is between 

Radha and Krishna. This is Radha’s and Krishna’s love. 

You will feel what Radhika is feeling. This is the shadow of 

Radhika. When your hand is moving like this, the shadow 

is following the hand, the substance. The shadow will feel 

the same, act the same. When they embrace each other, 

the shadow will feel the same like Radha is feeling. This is 

Radha Mohan. 

jaya radha-mohana kunja-bihari 

You are kunja-bihari. You always live in the kunjas with 

Radhika. You are always in bihar (love) with Radha. I want 

to be in that. I want to feel that. How can I do that? 

When I will become your sincere personal servant. I know 

that you, Krishna, are gopi-jana-vallabha. And when you 

want then you will increase our govardhana. Without your 

help it is not possible to lift Govardhana. You lift my 

spiritual consciousness in my life. I know you are the son 

of Yasoda. You give similar love like a human. You suck 
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the breast of the mother. You play with the mother. Your 

mother can bind you. You make the gopis and friends 

happy. You become sometimes the horse of your friends 

and they ride on you. This is only possible for the son of 

Yasoda. Narayan cannot do this. We can adore Narayan. 

Yasodanandana – a foolish child can understand Vrajendra 

Nanandana. Which qualifications do we have? To be 

foolish, to come out from all qualifications, to become like 

a child to understand Vrajendra Nananda. 

 

When you are qualified, that is our false ego. You need 

feelings for that, sharing, love for that. You have to 

become like a mother to give your breast. You have to 

become a friend to ride on Him like a horse. When you 

win the game, you again ride on Him. You say, 

“Come, be my horse!”  

And when you lose the game, you can say, 

“Come on Krishna. Ride on me!” 

Only Vrajendra nananda can do this. There are no 

qualifications required. Greed is required. Only greed and 

your love are required.  
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I can feel all your feelings when I become very close to 

you. Without talking, I can feel what you are thinking. The 

closeness is important and faithfulness is important. I have 

full faith you give big things. You give me Krishna. In the 

beginning, you want to give me Krishna. Go, Krishna is 

there. I only want to live with you, serve you. He will 

automatically come and pray to you. Like I said: Two 

lovers cannot see each other.  

They need a lot of control not to meet with each other 

constantly. 

There is one very reliable friend of the girl. She is so 

honest to the girl, she only wants to serve. The boy cannot 

do, but the girl can go to the boy to take the messages to 

the boy. Nobody will doubt. She can go to the boy and 

share everything and bring the messages. Then she gives 

the messages to the girl. The mediator knows what the 

feelings of the boy are and what the feelings of the girl are. 

She can give her own words to increase or decrease the 

feelings. She can add or take away. Both are in the control 

of the mediator. This is the work of Radha dasyam. This is 

the great fortune which Caitanya Mahaprabhu brought to 
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us. You know the boy very well and the feelings of the girl 

very well. Who is first enjoying? The messenger gets the 

first taste of it. But no dishonestness is there to the friend. 

This is done in the manjari-siddha-deha. They never have 

any personal wish. That is selfless love. Before she feels 

this and then Radhika feels it. This is the highest highest 

thing. Go deeper to understand this. 

This did not happen 5000 years ago. It is happening now. 

Only we have to improve ourselves to feel and see this.  
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Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s mood 

 

There is Nitai Gauranga. Nityananda is also Balarama and 

guru-tattva and also Ananga Manjari. One is guru: He who 

is relating us in our life physically. In his spiritual 

consciousness, he is externally the brother of Krishna. He 

will share his love for one goal: bringing us to Krishna. 

Inside he is Ananga Manjari. She is the sister of Radhika. 

In one person are three aspects. Ananga Manjari means 

how to bring us to Krishna, to Radhika. If you like to know 

Krishna that He is God, the Supreme Personality, the 

Almighty - and after that? What to do? Yes, I accept that 

Krishna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. I know 

this for one month, two months, ten months, ten years 

and I have no doubt in this. And after that? Blockage will 

come, taste will go. We want to know that Krishna is the 

Supreme Personality of Godhead. Then Gurudeva will tell 

you again,  

“Forget that Krishna is the Supreme Personality of 

Godhead!” 
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Although He is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, you 

have to forget this to make a relationship with Him.  

If you want to relate, then you will know Him very well.  

If He is your friend, you will know Him very well. 

If He is not your friend - by scripture you cannot know 

Krishna. 

If He is your father, you will know Him very well. 

If He is your lover, you will know Him very well. 

If you become His servant and He is your boss, you will 

know Him. 

So develop a relation and forget that He is God. This is the 

beginning. Again he will say, 

“What do you want? You only want to know Krishna one 

time or do you want to always live with Him?”  

Then my heart will say, 

“No, He is very sweet, very nice, very loving. I want to be 

with Him all the time.” 

Then he will suggest this, that I am Radhika’s sister, why 

don’t you become Radhika’s dasi, her servant? If you 

become Radhika’s servant, you will get the service in their 

home. 
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Like a person has an office and his wife is in the home. If 

you come to the home and clean, you will be closer 

because you do service in the home. If you do service in 

the office, you are only related to the office. If you work in 

an office, you will not be invited to the house. But if 

somebody is working in your house, they know everything 

about you. Do you want to be private or be outside of the 

privacy? The spiritual soul says,  

“No, I want to be private. I want to go even in the 

bedroom. I want to watch how they love.”  

Then the person will say that you have to become very 

earnest, very sincere with me then you can come in my 

bedroom. If I see that you are honest with me, that you 

don’t want to steal my lover, then I will give you 

permission to be my closest servant. Personal servants are 

so honest, they don’t even want to see Krishna because it 

is Radhika’s Krishna, not their Krishna. I want to be in the 

home in the service. I want to see all the private things of 

them. If I want to be very personal, then I have to be very 

honest with my boss. 

This is the highest mood that Caitanya brings us:  
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To see the private affairs of the Divine Couple - Their 

feelings, what They talk, what They share, where They go - 

you can always be with Them, not only with Krishna but 

also with Radhika. Because where is Krishna going? 

Krishna goes to Dvaraka, Krishna is in Kurukshetra, He is 

with His cowherd friends and Yasoda Maya. Krishna is also 

coming to Radhika. But when Krishna is coming to 

Radhika the cowherd boys and Yasoda Maya are not 

coming. Only Radha and Krishna and the sakhis are there. 

This is the highest mercy of Sri Gurudeva when the 

mahajanas show us the private highest mood of Vraja. 

Why do we want to go to Vrindavana? When this time will 

come that I will get the dust of Vrindavana, the mercy of 

Vrindavana, then I will develop my identity in Radha 

dasyam, to become Radha’s shadow, to always serve Radha 

and Krishna. 

There are three moods of Radhika’s maidservants: 

Adi-sneha: They are only thinking for Radhika. They want 

to be with Radhika and what Radhika is feeling with 

Krishna, they feel. They don’t want to feel anything 

directly. 
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Sama-sneha: They want both Radha and Krishna. They 

want to be with Radha and Krishna  

Visama-sneha: They only like Krishna. 

There are these three moods of all the living entities. What 

is the highest? Adi-sneha is the highest taste. That I 

become happy being with my friends. Happiness - there is 

no personal interest. It is unconditional. I want to see You 

happy more and more. That is the thing - to go deep, to 

understand. Mahaprabhu appeared to say this.  

The external reason of Caitanya is to give the name and 

prem. “Caitanya” means Radha outside, inside Krishna. In 

adhi-sneha we will only see Radhika. In sama-sneha we 

will see Radha and Krishna. In visama-sneha we will only 

see Krishna there. In these three moods we can see 

Caitanya Mahaprabhu in different ways. 

 

Question: How is Nityananda seeing it? What is his 

viewpoint? 

Nityananda is Ananga Manjari. How can Ananga Manjari 

see it? One is Radhika and one is Ananga Manjari. Why 

should Krishna sing His name? Mahaprabhu is in the 
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mood of Radhika singing Krishna’s name. She is singing 

and helping the manjaris, the associates of Mahaprabhu 

that you feel that this is the highest, this is maha rasa. 

Now see the Pancha tattva: Two are praying. We have to 

know and to keep this in our heart. 

Two are praying. Advaita Prabhu is Maha Vishnu. Maha 

Vishnu means both Shiva and Vishnu. He is praying. On 

this side is Srivas Thakur. Srivas Thakur is Narada Muni. 

“Narad” means guru. He is the guru. One is guru-tattva 

and the other is Maha Vishnu and Shiva. What are they 

doing? They are praying to Caitanya. Caitanya is outside 

Radhika and inside Krishna. Is Krishna not also there in 

Mahaprabhu? In all human beings is Krishna. Why is he 

not in Radhika? Sure, inside is Krishna. They are praying 

to Radhika. Here is Gadadhara. Gadadhara is Radha-

shakti. What is Radha-shakti? Prem-bhakti. Who is 

Nityananda? Ananga Manjari. That is Radha-bhakti. If you 

want to know Krishna, you have to go through Caitanya 

Mahaprabhu and that means going through Radha. If you 

want to know Krishna, you have to go to Radhika. 
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Sri Sri Radha Mohan’s appearance 

 

Sri Sri Radha Mohan appeared to my grandmother and 

grandfather. They wanted to make a temple in 

Vrindavana. This was their desire. It was in the 1920’s. 

They started to come to Vrindavana before but I saw their 

diaries which showed that when they started to come in 

the 20’s, they had the intense desire to make a temple 

nicely for Radha Mohan. 

They started to search for a place, and after searching they 

came to this area. They sat here and did bhajans and they 

felt that this was the meeting place of Radha and Krishna. 

In the evening Krishna comes with his cowherd friends 

and Radhika goes out with her sakhis to get water from 

the Yamuna. Why do they do this? It is because there 

should be something to do. Radha cannot say to her family 

members, 

“I am going to see Krishna.” 

Both are going at the same time. Krishna is coming with 

his cows and friends and Balarama. They are crossing at 
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the same place and at the same time, so that they meet 

with each other. This is the place. When my grandparents 

were sitting and chanting they realized that this is the 

meeting place of Radha and Krishna with their sakhis 

Lalita, Visakha, Citra and Campakalata. 

They decided to buy this place. In this way Sri Sri Radha 

Mohan appeared in this place. In 1928, they bought the 

land and they built this temple in 1932. Since that day, 

service is going on. This is the mood of my grandmother 

and grandfather: to realize what this place means. 

Realizations came to them. They saw this pastime. In this 

temple is Radha’s Mohan and this means Radha’s Krishna. 

What does “Mohan” mean? Mohan attracts the whole 

universe and also attracts Radhika. That is Radha Mohan.  

There are four sakhis on the altar. They are very close to 

Radhika. Lalita is a little strong so she can control Krishna. 

She also sometimes uses this power. Visakha is very soft 

like Radhika. She is always standing nearer to Radhika. 

Lalita is always standing nearer to Krishna. Citra is 

standing near to Lalita. “Citra” means: to make pictures. 

Whatever Radha and Krishna are doing, she is 
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immediately drawing a picture. Campakalata is near to 

Visakha. They make the kunjas and the flowers for the 

kunjas as it is the desire of Radhika. They are preparing 

the kunja. One is taking pictures of Sri Sri Radha Mohan 

all the time about what they want, what their mood is - 

like with a camera with flash. Lalita’s service is this: When 

Krishna wants to go in to see Radhika (and at that time 

Radhika is angry), Lalita is standing near the gate. She 

says, 

“No, no you have no permission to come inside. Go out! 

Go out!” 

Because she is strong, she can say this. When Krishna 

starts praying to her, “No, no please make some 

arrangements that I can see Radhika!”, she says it is not 

possible. This way they increase the desire of Krishna to 

see Radhika.  

There are many pastimes like this. Visakha is always with 

Radhika and has a very soft mood like Radhika. She 

understands what Radhika wants: when She needs water 

or food, when She needs to see Krishna. She feels 

everything like Radhika. What is coming to Radhika goes 
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through Visakha. What you want to give Krishna, you give 

it through Lalita. Lalita’s hand is reaching towards 

Krishna. Vishaka’s hand is reaching towards Radhika: both 

are giving. And in the front are Citra and Campakalata. 

What I want to give, like my love and my service, they take 

and forward it. If you first see them, then Radha Mohan, 

then you will get the different feelings.  

They are taking and they are giving love to us also. Like 

this we can increase our spiritual life, our spiritual 

identity, our siddha-deha, to be always in the service of Sri 

Sri Radha Mohan. 
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The night of the new moon 

 

“During amavasya-ratri, the dark-moon night when the 

moon is not visible, the night is so very dark.” (Cover text 

from the Hidden Path of Devotion by Sripad BV Narayana Maharaja) 

What is the night, the darkness in our life? The darkness is 

our ignorance, when we cannot see. In the dark we cannot 

see anything. If we want to see something, we need light. I 

cannot see in the darkness. This is the creation of the 

Lord. When there is darkness, ignorance - we cannot see. 

Amavasya means the dark night. We are in the dark 

nighttime. What is our dark nighttime? It is when we 

cannot see the moon, when we cannot be in the light. 

What is the new moon? The new moon is raga, prema. 

Love is the new moon. Love without realization of our self-

identity is not possible. Without self-realization love is not 

possible because when I am living in the senses, I will love 

from the senses. If I am living in my bodily consciousness, 

I love from my body. If I am living in the mind, doubts will 
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never go. The whole life I will only develop knowledge. It 

is the nature of the mind to create doubts. Where should I 

live? - in my self. To know my self, who I am - that is my 

new moon light. In the new moon I can see. What can I 

see? I can see You, my dear Lord Krishna. That is the 

point. Without developing raga it is very far away. 

We become devotees but what is the meaning to be a 

devotee? “Love in Action”, when all actions are full with 

love. All my actions, even the moving of my hand is 

happening with a loving mood. When my tongue is 

moving, it should be in a loving mood. Eyes movement 

also can tell, if love is coming or negative vibrations are 

coming. The whole body is talking. Everything is talking. 

Not only the lips and the mouth are talking. Our behavior 

starts from our body. And why are negative vibrations 

coming from inside? They are coming because I forget my 

self, who I am. So they all want to control me: My senses, 

my body and my mind. They want to control me and they 

are fighting amongst themselves. Judge this for yourself. 

This conflict is so heavy that I am not in peace. And when 

I am not in peace, then I cannot feel my self. I forget my 
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identity, my self. That vibration is coming out in the words 

and in my behavior. This is the darkness, this is not 

devotion. Devotion is this, when there is fresh moonlight. 

Light will come and light is the love-light. Why do we say 

love is God and God is love? Love is the base to see God. 

Without love how will I see that? There is no light to see 

you. Do you see and understand this? It is very simple. 

Jesus also sees his father. How does he see him? He was in 

love with his father. This is spiritual consciousness. We 

can see Krishna but we need the light to see Him. That is 

raga, prema. Not only I will see Krishna, I will see my self 

and my relationship with Him. If I am not related with 

You, Krishna, then I am impersonal. If I want to be 

personal I am always with You. I cannot forget You. That is 

raga. This is the hidden path of devotion.  

“…when the moon is not visible, the night is so very dark.” 

When the moon is invisible I am not realizing my self. I 

have no goal to understand love. I have no greed to love, 

no greed for raga. What do I see? I see my senses. I fulfill 

my greed with that. And this gives satisfaction for a 
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moment but it is not permanent. When I will see my self 

in that light of love, then I will see You also. Because You 

are divine and the soul is divine and only divine can see 

divine. Can a material thing see the divine? Can this chair 

see the divine? Can this carpet see the divine? Can my 

senses see the divine? Can my material body see the 

divine? Can my material mind see the divine? Only divine 

can see divine. When this mercy will come, when the 

mercy of Radhika of divine love will come inside us. 

Why did Srila BV Swami Prabhupada say to go to 

Vrindavana? There is some meaning behind it. By 

chanting and chanting I will come into goodness. 

Sometimes I will be in passion, then I will go to goodness 

and it will bring me to Vrindavana. And when I go there 

and by touching the dust of Vrindavana and by association 

of rasik Vaishnavas who are living in that moonlight, in 

the sweetness of divine love, then you will say,  

“No, no, no, Krishna is not the light. Only He is the goal 

and the goal is to be near to Him.” This is the principle of 

ashraya. You have always to be in the light to see Him. 
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Ashraya tattva - love is my ashraya. Prem is my ashraya 

tattva. Ashraya is the shelter.  

My brothers and sisters, I request you that you always 

judge yourself if there is negative vibration coming inside. 

Check out why there is this vibration, what disturbance is 

inside. How to improve this disturbance? How to be 

positive? To see and to be in the light. 

“There is a narrow pathway, but it is unseen in the 

darkness.” 

Prema gali atee sakari 

The path of love is very narrow. If you want to take a 

group together with you, it is not possible. You have to do 

it alone. I don’t expect that my whole family will do this. 

That my husband will do this. My friend will do this. 

Nobody will do it. You have to walk yourself because it is a 

narrow path. You cannot even bring two in this path. 

Everybody has to walk himself. This path is very narrow. 

Can you take a group? Even two persons cannot go. Take 

two persons and it will not work. If you want to be on this 

path, you have to walk by yourself. That is the way of love. 



~ Raga-vartma-chandrika ~ 

 

~ 88 ~ 

After self-realization, when I don’t realize myself, I cannot 

walk, because this is a subject to know my self and in 

which relationship I am. Without relationship, feelings 

cannot come. If you want to feel something, you have to 

develop relationships. And when you have a feeling, love is 

automatically there. If there is no feeling, then what is 

this? A chair has no feelings. I am so material, in the dark 

night, so that there is no feeling. This is my dark night. 

Why will Krishna teach us feelings? This is the mercy of 

Radhika, who teaches us to feel. This is the mercy of Her 

expansion as a master whom She sends to open our vision. 

It is their duty to open up this vision. 

Has Jesus feelings for his father or not? Which feelings? 

Fatherly feelings? And is he living in these feelings or not? 

Has he love for his father or not? Is he looking at his father 

or not? 

His vision becomes so divine, he is always looking at his 

father at every place. The feelings get so huge that 

everyone is my neighbor and my family. All are my 

brothers and sisters. Is it possible without feelings? I 
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become a chair, material without feelings. What is 

devotion? When there are no feelings? Spiritual life means 

feelings in one relationship. You see that Srila BV Swami 

Prabhupada mentions it in page four of the introduction 

to the Bhagavad-Gita. I want to show how merciful saintly 

people are. Who will understand the Bhagavad-Gita? Who 

has a relationship with Me, they will understand the light. 

Others will only read it. They cannot understand it.  

“Therefore Bhagavad-Gita is best understood by a person 

who has qualities similar to Arjuna’s.” 

Do you want to understand the Bhagavad-Gita? When you 

develop a relationship you understand it. When you have 

a relationship, you don’t need the book about that person. 

Before you want to read and when you are in a 

relationship, no need to read. You know everything. You 

read, when you have no relationship. When you have a 

relationship there is no need to read. You have feelings. 

You will be in real love. That is devotion. That is spiritual 

life. When you do religious practice - no problem. Religion 

is a good thing. But religion is not spiritual. It is goodness. 

It is to keep yourself in goodness. Religious practice like a 
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priest is doing religious practice in the church or in the 

temple. It is good. They are living in goodness. They 

normally live in pure goodness. They have to live in pure 

goodness. Then they can go for love. Nobody wants to 

make many efforts for that. It is a narrow and a 

responsible path. Impersonality is an easier relationship. 

Personal relationships are more difficult. You have to take 

care. You are more responsible. When you want to take 

responsibility, then it is the way, a narrow path. That is, to 

decide if you want to go on a large path for an impersonal 

relationship, that is ok. But if I want to go for the personal, 

that path is narrow.  

“As soon as one becomes a devotee of the Lord, he also has 

a direct relationship with the Lord.” 

Everyone has an individual relationship but what direct 

relationship do you make? If you have no direct 

relationship you are impersonal. What are you doing? 

Rituals. The circle is goodness. I want to keep myself in 

goodness. And sometimes I am going in ignorance and 

passion and fighting and doing this and that. Darkness is 
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there. If you are in pure goodness and you have to go back, 

you go in goodness. 

“That is a very elaborate subject matter, but briefly it can 

be stated that a devotee is in a relationship with the 

Supreme Personality of Godhead in one of five different 

ways.” 

Passive is no relationship. I am going to the church only to 

give my sin, if I am going to the temple to get some 

benefit, husband, money, a wife, a BMW, God 

worshipping. He is not happy with that. He says,  

“You do business, I do business with you.” 

Active means that there are two types of action. I am 

working to get my monthly payment. This money makes 

me active. This is one active relationship. And in one 

active relationship I don’t need anything but I work for 

you and I don’t want anything from you. Which active is 

better? I take money monthly to work for you or I work for 

you but I have no desire of anything? I do without desiring 

anything from you. 
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You are my friend. I behave like this. I want to play with 

You. I don’t want to worship You like the Lord. I want to 

behave like You are my friend. 

I want to treat you like my son or with motherly love or 

fatherly love or conjugal love. Not the physical love the 

body is doing. My senses are not doing anything. My 

spiritual identity will practice this. For that relationship 

will work. Without fixing my spiritual identity, how can I 

move for this?  

“Arjuna was in a relationship with the Lord as friend.” 

Any spiritual relationship moves like this. The sakhas in 

Vrindavana they are friends, they are also playing with 

Him. Krishna isn’t winning. You are parallel. You are not 

very senior that I cannot play with You. This is the 

friendship. 

Motherly love or fatherly love means “I am Your son and 

You are my father for me in my whole life”. It is not for 

today, for one hour and then I will change. You see it 

works like this. Any spiritual persons you will see are in 

relationship. Ram Krishna Paramahamsa, he accepts the 
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Lord like a mother and he feels like a son. Even to his wife 

he says Ma and he has a relationship with her like a 

mother. That’s the narrow path. 

“This is transcendental friendship, which cannot be had by 

everyone. Of course everyone has a particular relationship 

with the Lord, and that relationship is evoked by the 

perfection of devotional service.” 

What is that? What is perfection? All the time when I am 

perfect in my identity then perfection will come. Where I 

am perfect? Where am I living? That is the foundation for 

the perfection. Who is my goal to develop a relationship? 

Who am I and who is my goal for relationship? And every 

moment I have to be in that consciousness. And this can 

be a possible relationship by my behavior. 

How much am I surrounded by negative vibrations? How 

much am I surrounded by positive vibrations? I always 

have to calculate with that consciousness myself. I have to 

do for myself and you have to do for yourself. That is 

devotion. You read the 12 chapter of the Bhagavada-Gita. 

This is a devotional practice. Krishna says,  
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“You will become my dear.” 

When you will do this practice in your life day to day, that 

is devotion. No false ego, be kind to everyone. He is the 

boss, I am working on his behalf. No envy with anyone, 

many things you see. Then Krishna says,  

“You will become my dear. I will say that you are my dear.” 

This happens by devotion, by that devotion. 

“But in the present status of our life, not only have we 

forgotten the Supreme Lord, but we have forgotten our 

eternal relationship with the Lord.” 

I forget myself and I forget You and I forget my 

relationship with You. That is the amavasya, the dark 

night. 

“Every living being, out of the many, many billions and 

trillions of living beings, has a particular relationship with 

the Lord eternally. That is called svarupa. By the process of 

devotional service, one can revive that svarupa, and that 

stage is called svarupa-siddhi - perfection of one’s 

constitutional position.” 
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What is the meaning of svarupa? Light cannot make 

relationship with light. Form can make relationship with 

the form. The father’s form can make a relationship with 

the son. The mother’s form can make a relationship with 

the son. The friend’s form can make a relationship with 

the friend. The form is important. I know Krishna’s form 

but I don’t have my form so I cannot relate. I cannot see 

rightly. When I will stay in my identity, my chitta vritti, 

spiritual identity. Vritti means my soul will develop purity 

in the mind and then it becomes one way of thinking. My 

mind will also help to do this. My tongue will start 

chanting. My eyes will help me, my ears and all senses will 

start to help me. My body will help me. My mind will help 

me. All come into oneness of this living in my self. That is 

chitta vritti that is the vritti of the stage of my 

consciousness.  

Question: Is Krishna giving us some hints which form we 

have? 

Krishna is the enjoyer. He is happy in all circumstances. 

He doesn’t bother. Why will he bother? He is happy in all 
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circumstances. His nature is like a mother. A mother 

brings things for the small baby. Small means ignorant. 

She gives him many toys. And she makes one toy room for 

the baby. Krishna says,  

“Oh, you are in ignorance I will give you more toys to play 

with. That it is easy to forget me. What you want, I will 

bring. What toy fits your capacity of your mind, I will 

bring that to you.”  

Like a mother. See how the mother brings toys to the 

small baby. All my senses are also toys. 

 

Question: Are we choosing our spiritual form ourselves? 

We choose our selves or we receive the mercy of Radhika. 

Radharani is giving that. It is easy to be in love with that. 

Radhika is giving. She is merciful. No judgment is there, 

no doubts are there. She wants to help us to be close in 

service. All the associates of Radhika, She sends them to 

go and help. This is Her mercy. She is the moonlight. Love 

is the moon. Love is the way to God. I can move the 
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mountain says the Bible but if I have no love for God, it is 

useless. What type of logic or mystical power I have? It 

should be in love with him and this love is his internal 

potency, hladini shakti. She has to give it. 

 

Question: What can we do, that Radhika is giving us this 

mercy? 

Why did Caitanya Mahaprabhu come and who is He? 

“Caitanya” in English means “consciousness”. What is the 

meaning of consciousness? To be in your self. And when 

you are in consciousness, you cannot be without love. 

Now you are fully conscious, you are totally in love. This is 

“caitanya”. Who is he and more details, who is he really? 

Radharani. Is Krishna inside all of you or not? Why should 

Caitanya Mahaprabhu not be in Radhika? That is the 

mercy, that he is Radhika. When Krishna is in all living 

entities, why not in Radhika? It is not a big thing. But this 

is a big thing, that Radhika is there. We are too confused 

to see that. Radhika is there. Krishna is present in all living 

beings, inside. Only we are in darkness. We cannot see. 
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But by the grace of Radhika, by the grace of Caitanya 

Mahaprabhu, we get a clear vision. 

I want to tell you one more thing about pancha-tattva. 

Everyone should keep pancha-tattva. I am giving you the 

meaning of pancha-tattva and when you will know this, 

you will always keep it and it is easy to meditate. Who is 

Advaita Acharya? Maha-Vishnu and Shiva. Who is Srivas 

Pandit? He is Narada Muni, guru-tattva. He has devotion 

for the Lord. What are they doing? They are praying to all 

the three in the middle. Who is Caitanya Mahaprabhu? 

Radha. That confusion, that he is Radha and Krishna 

makes you never understand. Outside he is Radhika, and 

inside Krishna is in all living beings. Why not in Radhika? 

They are in conjugal love. You can ask many conjugal 

lovers, if the lover is living in the heart or not? Who is 

Gadadhara Pandit – Radha shakti. What is Radha shakti? 

Prema bhakti. What is this? Raga. What is Radhika’s 

mercy? Raga shakti - When love is going inside you, you 

are connected with Radhika. And when you are connected, 

she will protect you. My vibration can bring me close to 

Radhika. Who is Nityananda? He is Balarama. And he is 
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also an avadhuta. You don’t know what he will do during 

which time. He is also guru and he is also Ananga Manjari. 

These qualities are all in Nitai. When he is talking, he is 

only talking about Krishna because he is the brother of 

Krishna. When he is in his physical form, he is like an 

avadhuta. You cannot know what he does. You cannot 

follow him. He is mad. Inside he wants to bring us to 

Radha’s lotus feet as Ananga Manjari. Mahaprabhu is 

Radhika. Radha-shakti is love. This mood of ecstasy, living 

in it all the time. When you are in your spiritual identity, 

you always want to serve Radhika. When you are on the 

external, then you want to serve Krishna. When you want 

to go deeper, you will go to Radhika. They other two are 

praying in the Pancha Tattva because this is the way to 

reach Krishna. There is no other way. If you want to 

escape this way to reach there, you cannot. 

Question: What does it need in me to come in connection 

with Radhika? 

First this sadhak deha, this physical body is in a male 

consciousness. Now you say I am a female, why do I have a 
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male consciousness? If you have a female or male body, 

when you are in the gross body it is always in male 

consciousness. What is the male consciousness? - to enjoy. 

This is the male consciousness. To be enjoyed is the 

female consciousness. The enjoyer and the enjoyed. If you 

are the enjoyer, then the enjoyer is far from you. Two 

cannot enjoy. The enjoyer goes to the enjoyed. The 

creation of the Lord is prakriti, is female. What is that 

creation? The living entity is the creation of the Lord. That 

prakriti can go to the purusha. That realization develops 

closeness with Radhika. If I have a male consciousness, 

how can I serve the female? How can I change the clothes 

of the female? The female can change the clothes of the 

female. That is my spiritual identity. I have to develop that 

to become close to Radhika. That is very serious. It is a 

narrow path to go. It is a divine way. It is easy to serve 

Krishna but it is very difficult to serve Radhika. If you want 

to be qualified to serve Radhika, you have to develop this 

bhajan. Why are bhajans important? They are important 

to develop your spiritual identity, your self. Only by 

bhajans we can increase this spiritual. We will not change 
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our clothes. We will not change our dressing. We will 

work with what is given to us. Our thinking, our looking, 

our consciousness will change. We have to be watchful 

that I don’t deviate from that, so that darkness cannot 

enter in me. We want to be in the moonlight of swamini. 

 

Question: How can we come from knowledge to feeling? 

Knowledge means I don’t know you. And when I know 

you, then what do I do? Do I want to develop knowledge 

about you? I will give my whole life for developing 

knowledge. So many lives I gave to develop knowledge 

about You. Now this time I also want to get knowledge 

about You? I have no feelings for You, I am so material. 

 

Question: We only have a short time in the moonlight, 

mostly we live in darkness. We forget quickly. Even the 

moonlight we somehow forget. I need to be reminded 

again and again. How can I stay in the moonlight? 
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We think in two ways: That spiritual life is this and 

material life is this. My senses, my flesh, my mind is 

material. Do I have to cut it out? No, we don’t need to cut 

it out. We cannot run away from this. What can I do? I can 

use it in a positive way. I have a family, a business. I don’t 

need to change. Nothing is going to disturb you. Because I 

am not fixed in the moonlight, in the loving – immediately 

I change my self. I deviate from my self. My children are 

not disturbing. My husband is not disturbing. My job is 

not disturbing. Nothing is disturbing. You are my boss. 

You give me these circumstances. What is my relationship 

with You? You give me and this is Your duty. And I am 

doing for You. Every moment is devotion. Business is 

devotion. But if you fix there, that this is mine then it is 

changing. You fix that this is all yours. This is my duty to 

be more responsible and care more. This is my service. In 

the temple they have one person to clean, one to cook, 

one is the manager, one is the pujari. 

So is the manager not serving? If you become the 

manager, are you not serving? And the money must be 

transmitted. But not for yourself. When I am doing, I 
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cannot do much. But now when You are doing, everything 

is happening in my life. Everyone says how you are doing 

best! So nice, so good you are doing! But I know You are 

doing and You are giving the name to me, my Lord. You 

are doing, my Lord, and You are giving the name to me. 

When You are doing, everything is happening surprisingly 

every moment in my life. That is the relationship. The son 

doesn’t need to do anything. The mother takes care of 

everything. The father takes care of the son who is under 

18. We live in the care of our parents until we are 18. We 

don’t want to have conjugal love with You because more 

responsibility is coming. The parents care. We don’t need 

to care. We don’t want to care because more 

responsibilities are coming. Relationship means, that in 

every moment you cannot be out of it. That is the divine 

connection. 
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Travels with Sripad BV Sadhu Maharaja 

 

The following diary was written after a tour with Sripad 

BV Sadhu Maharaja in summer 2011. My wife Govinda 

priya and I had the fortune to travel with him for two 

weeks. This tour inspired me so much that I decided to 

write a diary and share the wonderful experiences we had 

with him. 

Some may ask since I am a diksha-disciple of Srila Ananta 

das Babaji Maharaja why I use the word “Gurudeva” here. 

This is easy to answer. Srila Sadhu Maharaja accepted me 

as his siksha-disciple and I am honored to refer to him as 

“Gurudeva”. 

 

Wednesday, August 17th 

Arriving at Lake George 

After a long flight and a long drive from New York City, we 

finally arrived at the Legacy Inn, a Motel owned by 

Gurudeva’s sons, Priyesh and Raj. It was very easy to find, 

because from the road we could see a man with saffron 
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robes standing in front of the Inn, waving friendly at us in 

the car. So we turned left, got out of our car and offered 

obeisance to his feet. 

After one year and a half, it was overwhelming to see 

Sripad BV Sadhu Maharaja again. So what followed were 

big hearty hugs for both of us. It was as if no time had 

passed between us. Immediately we were in the presence 

of a great and wonderful human being. 

We talked a bit and he showed us the location and he was 

very proud that his sons take care so nicely of the two 

motels, here the Legacy Inn and in Warrensburg, the 

Budget Inn. After arriving, he invited us for prasadam. 

Then we moved into our room and went into deep-sleep-

mode. 

 

Thursday, August 18th 

The next morning I went for a swim in the Inn´s 

swimming pool. Afterwards, it was wonderful to just chill 

out in the sunny weather with Gurudeva and we talked a 

lot this day. Gurudeva asked about all his disciples in 

Europe, about the festival in Dole (France) and we 
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answered his questions. He told us different stories from 

his wonderful tour in South America. 

During the day, his son Raj arrived and we immediately 

bonded strongly with him and a wonderful friendship 

started. 

The Inn also had rooms for people who need social 

services, so we hang out with Gurudeva and different 

people from the Legacy Inn. One man just came out of 

prison and he really was a tough guy. But Gurudeva’s 

presence for a few days completely transformed him. I 

could not believe that this person had been in prison for 

over 20 years. He adored Gurudeva and said that he stole 

his heart. 

In the evening Raj provided four tickets for a boat-ride on 

Lake George with a ship called “Minne-haha”. So, 

Gurudeva, Govinda priya and I went downtown to the 

Lake and cruised with the ship, Gurudeva on board! You 

should have seen the looks of the people on the ship...very 

funny. 

After the cruise we went for a nice coffee and then back 

home to the Legacy Inn. Gurudeva told us, that in the 
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evening they would have huge fireworks down at the Lake 

and he would love to watch it with us from the Inn. So at 

8.30 pm we watched the fireworks and had a great time 

outside. 

Needless to say that in his association you feel bliss at 

every second. Again, we talked the whole day and 

everything Gurudeva said made a deep imprint in our 

hearts. 

Govinda priya went with Raj to the other motel and when 

she came back she said, 

“Tarun, we have a new brother.” 

 

Friday, August 19th 

After two wonderful days with Gurudeva at the Legacy 

Inn, the plan was to drive to the home of Priyesh, his 

youngest son, who lives with his mother, Gurudeva’s 

former wife, in Albany. So in the early morning we drove 

there. What an honor to meet another son of Gurudeva 

and his former wife, called Mataji. She truly is a marvelous 

lady-devotee and you just can do nothing but love her. She 

cooked a nourishing breakfast for us all and we were 
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immediately and wholeheartedly welcomed by her. She 

was very fond of my wife, Govinda priya. There was at 

once a wonderfully deep, like a mother-daughter 

connection. Also I was soon welcomed in her beautiful 

home and heart. She radiates a special power of deep love 

for Radha and Krishna. 

So after breakfast, we drove to our first living base in 

North Andover (Massachusetts). Gurudeva knows there 

two kind devotees named Sridhar and Dr Deepa, both 

husband and wife and devotees of Sri Ramanuja Acarya. It 

was unbelievable how much love they have for Gurudeva - 

all starting with a proper welcome-ceremony aka foot-

washing. We found our well-equipped room in their cellar 

and felt very happy. After arriving, sumptuous prasadam 

was served and we all ate heartily and talked about many 

different things. 

Then after some rest, we started for our first program. It 

was located in New Hampshire and Siddhanta das was the 

organizer. 

We arrived a little late because Gurudeva had to go to the 

dentist. Fortunately, Dr Deepa is a dentist and she took 
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great care of Gurudeva. He really was in horrible pain for 

the last days and it was necessary to pull a tooth, shortly 

before leaving for New Hampshire.  

 

So with a little lateness and painkillers for Gurudeva, we 

arrived at the program and despite his tooth ache 

Gurudeva delivered a wonderful lecture, based on the 

theme of sambandha-jnana, the knowledge of our 

relationship with Krishna and about the importance of 

hearing about Him in great association (sadhu-sanga). 

People fell in love with him and pretty soon I realized how 

wonderful Gurudeva was taking the people up from where 

they are spiritually. He knows the art of “reading” the 

atmosphere in a room, the combined consciousness of all 

people there and speaks so accordingly. 

Questions were answered and prasadam was served and a 

beautiful first program found its end. 

After the program, we drove back to Sridhar and Deepa’s 

place and rested peacefully for the night. 
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Saturday, August 20th 

After a delicious South Indian breakfast, we had superb 

harikatha from Gurudeva and also from Sridhar das, about 

the importance of sadhu-sanga and spiritual life. Then we 

went out a bit for “fresh air”, meaning we took a walk to 

the nearby Starbucks, which Gurudeva dearly loves. “Fresh 

air” then became code for “fresh coffee while sneaking 

out”. 

After some rest, we had more talks and soon we prepared 

ourselves for the drive to Rhode Island, where the second 

program was about to take place. We arrived at Madhuri’s 

house in Providence and from her place we drove to the 

apartment of Sri Krishna, a wonderful devotee who invited 

us for lunch prasadam.  

He cooked a glorious feast and Gurudeva decided to stay 

there for the afternoon and to talk and rest. So we drove 

together with Madhuri back to her place and went 

shopping for the feast that would be served at the evening 

program. 

After shopping, my wife and Dr Deepa helped me to cook 

a feast for the program. We cooked dal, subji, rice, raita 
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and salad and shortly after offering Gurudeva arrived with 

Sridhar and Sri Krishna and slowly the first guests arrived. 

The house was packed and the lecture was again very rich 

in content. 

Gurudeva put emphasis again on good association and he 

made the point of always remembering Krishna and never 

forget him. He asked Sridhar to tell the story of the 

elephant Gajendra and his fight with the crocodile. 

He then proceeded by quoting the verse: 

 

name ruci, jive daya, vaisnave ullasa 

daya kari’ deha more, ohe krsna-dasa 

 

"O servant of Sri Krishna, please be merciful and give me a 

taste for sri-nama and compassion for all jivas – and let me 

delight in the association of Vaisnavas.” 

 

He wonderfully explained three topics: 

1) jiva daya - compassion to all living entities 

This, he said, means that we should start with our own 

self. We have to know our self and love it. Then only are 
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we able to love others and ultimately love Sri Krishna. 

Many people only try to love Krishna and they neglect the 

people in this world, most of all, themselves. I too was a 

victim of this bhogus-philosophy. Gurudeva saved me by 

clearly showing me how to first of all love yourself and 

then go on from there. That was a very important point for 

me and all the guests agreed totally. 

 

2) name ruci - taste for chanting Krishna’s name 

Only by loving your own soul and the other souls we can 

develop love for Krishna and His Holy Name, the most 

important item in bhakti-yoga. If you have no love for 

everyone, no love for Krishna will be able to sprout, 

Gurudeva explained. 

 

3) Vaishnava-ullasa - delight in the presence of Vaishnavas 

Always try to be in the association with like-minded souls, 

devoted to the same goal in the same mood. Always try to 

serve those Vaishnavas, make friends with them, listen to 

them. Gurudeva spoke very strongly on this point and on 

not committing offenses to the Vaishnavas and to all jivas. 
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The questions really were awesome and Gurudeva expertly 

answered them to the full satisfaction of the ones who 

asked. Prasadam was served and friendly chatter swept 

through the house, everyone in deep affection for 

Gurudeva and by his grace for one and another. Pretty late 

we drove to our “home” in North Andover and fell asleep 

instantly. 

 

Sunday, August 21st 

Again, after morning sadhana, we had a wonderful South 

Indian breakfast and Gurudeva went with us for “fresh 

air”, now a very funny inside joke. The whole morning was 

immersed in wonderful short talks and great instructions 

from Gurudeva. 

Sridhar spoke about his lineage, the Sri-Sampradaya, 

headed by Sri Ramanuja Acarya. He beautifully explained 

the prayers of the Alvars, especially about one dealing with 

bhakti for Krishna in Vrindavana. Gurudeva commented 

and elaborated here and there and it was very nice to hear 

about these stories. 
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In the afternoon we drove to Holbrook (Massachusetts) 

for the janmastami festival at the Braj Mandir there. 

Gurudeva was invited as a special guest, honoring the 

functions. We experienced bhajans, a nice Bhagavatam 

class, kirtan, superb prasadam and a wonderful bathing 

ceremony. Truly enriched in our spiritual life, we returned 

home to our North Andover house-base. 

 

Monday, August 22nd 

Needless to say Dr Deepa again “killed” us with a superb 

breakfast. After breakfast we drove to West Concord 

(Massachusetts) to the healing center of Nimai Caitanya 

das, where Gurudeva was supposed to receive an 

acupuncture treatment. We arrived there at 11.30 am and 

were heartily welcomed by Nimai who never saw 

Gurudeva before and it was love at first sight. Also we too 

felt a very deep bonding of our souls, an instant friendship 

developed. 

During Nimai’s acupuncture treatment, Gurudeva asked 

me to read loud from Sripad Vishvanatha Cakravartipada’s 
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“Raga-vartma-chandrika” commented by Ananta das 

Babaji. The verse and the commentary read as follows:  

 

TEXT 3: 

 

vaidhi bhaktir bhavet sastram bhaktau cet syat 

pravartakam 

raganuga syac ced bhaktau lobha eva pravartakah 

 

“When devotion is prompted by scriptural injunctions, 

then that is called vaidhi bhakti, but when it is prompted 

simply by spiritual greed, then it is called raganuga 

bhakti.” 

 

Kripa-kanika Vyakhya: We have explained that there are 

two kinds of sadhana bhakti - 'vaidhi' and 'raganuga', and 

the author is giving the characteristics of these two kinds 

of devotion here. When devotion is prompted by orders 

received from the scriptures, which means that the 

revealed scriptures describe how those who are averse to 

worshipping Lord Hari will have to suffer by wandering 
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through many miserable species of life as well as through 

hell, and one commences bhajana out of fear of this 

suffering, then this is called vaidhi bhakti. In Sri Bhakti 

Rasamrita Sindhu the definition of vaidhi bhakti is given -  

 

yatra raganavaptatvat pravrittir upajayate 

sasanenaiva sastrasya sa vaidhi bhaktir ucyate (1.2.6) 

 

“That devotion that knows no attachment or greed, but 

that is prompted by the orders from the scriptures is 

named vaidhi bhakti.” 

 

In his commentary on this verse Srila Visvanatha 

Cakravartipada has written - rago'tra sri murter darsanad 

dasama skandhiya tat tal lila sravanac ca bhajana lobhah 

“The word raga can be used when one's worship is 

prompted by sacred greed after seeing the beautiful deity 

of the Lord or by hearing about His pastimes in the Tenth 

Canto of Srimad Bhagavatam.” When worship is not 

prompted by such greed, but by the orders of the 

scriptures, then it is called vaidhi bhakti. In Srimad 
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Bhagavatam (11.5.2-3) there is a clear scriptural warning to 

those who are averse to worshipping Lord Hari, in the 

words of the Lord: 

 

mukha bahuru padebhyah purushasyasramaih saha 

catvaro jajnire varna gunair vipradayah prithak 

ya esham purusham sakshad atma-prabhavam isvaram 

na bhajantyavajananti sthanad bhrashtah patantyadhah 

 

“From the face, arms, thighs and feet of the Purusha (the 

Universal form) the four social orders like the brahmanas, 

the gunas like sattva and the four stages of life, like 

householder life, gradually emanated. Those within the 

varnasrama system who do not worship their own origin 

Sri Hari, and therefore disobey and disrespect Him will fall 

down from their social station.” 

 

cari varnasrami yadi krishna nahi bhaje; sva-dharma 

koriya-o raurave padi maje (C.C.) “Those in the four social 

orders who do not worship Krishna will fall into hell, even 

if they perform their occupational duties.” 
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The devotion or bhajana marga that is thus prompted by 

scriptural injunctions is called vaidhi marga. 

And the devotion that is prompted by greed, caused by 

hearing about the pastimes of Sri Krishna, is called 

raganuga marga. Srimat Rupa Gosvamipada has given the 

following definition of raganuga: 

 

virajantim abhivyaktam vrajavasi-janadishu 

ragatmikam anusrita ya sa raganugocyate 

(Bhakti Rasamrita Sindhu 1.2.270) 

 

“The devotion which is clearly present in the eternal 

associates of Vraja is called ragatmika bhakti, and devotion 

in the wake of this ragatmika bhakti is called raganuga 

bhakti.” 

 

ragatmika bhakti mukhya vrajavasi-jane 

tara anugata bhakti raganuga name (C.C.) 

 

“The people of Vraja practise ragatmika bhakti and the 

devotion that follows in its wake is called raganuga.” 
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In his Bhakti Sandarbha (310) Srimat Jiva Gosvamipada has 

written: atra vishayinah svabhaviko vishaya 

samsargecchatisayamayah prema ragah yatha cakshur 

adinam saundaryadau; tadrisa evatra bhaktasya sri 

bhagavatyapi raga ityucyate. yasya purvokte raga viseshe 

rucir eva jatasti na tu raga visesha eva svayam tasya tadrisa 

raga sudhakara karabhasa samullasita hridaya sphatika 

maneh sastradi srutasu tadrisya ragatmikaya bhakteh 

paripatishvapi rucir jayate. tatas tadiyam ragam 

rucyanugacchanti sa raganuga tasyaiva pravartate. “The 

natural love and desire of a sense enjoyer for his favourite 

sense objects is called raga. Just as the eyes are attracted to 

beautiful scenes and other senses are attracted to their 

favorite sense objects and need no encouragement in this, 

similarly when the heart of a devotee is naturally attracted 

to the Lord then this anxious thirst of love is called raga. 

When even a semblance of the moonrays of the 

aforementioned raga (which is situated within the hearts 

of the eternal associates of Krishna) falls on the crystal-like 

heart of a devotee who attained a little taste for this 

aforementioned raga, but did not really developed the real 
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raga yet, then the whole heart rejoices, and when he learns 

about it from the scriptures he develops a taste for the 

expert devotional service of these ragatmika devotees.” 

The purport of this is that when those devotees whose 

hearts are clear from lust, anger, greed and envy hear from 

the scriptures and the mouths of the saints about the 

loving skill in devotional service of the ragatmika bhaktas 

their taste will awaken. With such ruci they will follow 

them and thus their raganuga bhakti will commence. Thus 

it is to be understood. (3) 

Gurudeva brilliantly explained vaidhi-bhakti and 

raganuga-bhakti, revealing true inner realizations. We 

three, my wife, Nimai and myself were completely blown 

away by the deep insights of Gurudeva about our goal of 

life, prema. 

After the treatment of Gurudeva and actually also our 

treatment, we drove to Nimai’s beautiful home in 

Maynard. There we were welcomed by his wonderful wife 

and his kids and the sister of Nimai’s wife. In the living 

room Gurudeva immediately started speaking about the 
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process of pure bhakti, encouraging the three new people 

he just met and they loved him from minute one. 

After a wonderful introduction about the true nature of 

bhakti by Nimai (reading Bhajana rahasya-verses), 

Gurudeva commented on them beautifully and went into 

the tattva of abhideya, the knowledge about the “what-to-

do” in bhakti-yoga. He told me to explain Sripad Rupa 

Goswami’s verse in bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu: 

 

adau sraddha tatah sadhu- 

sango 'tha bhajana-kriya 

tato 'nartha-nivrttih syat 

tato nistha rucis tatah 

athasaktis tato bhavas 

tatah premabhyudancati 

sadhakanam ayam premnah 

pradurbhave bhavet kramah 

 

“In the beginning there must be faith. Then one becomes 

interested in associating with pure devotees. Thereafter 

one is initiated by the spiritual master and executes the 
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regulative principles under his orders. Thus one is freed 

from all unwanted habits and becomes firmly fixed in 

devotional service. Thereafter, one develops taste and 

attachment. This is the way of sadhana-bhakti, the 

execution of devotional service according to the regulative 

principles. Gradually emotions intensify, and finally there 

is an awakening of love. This is the gradual development 

of love of Godhead for the devotee interested in Krishna 

consciousness.” 

 

I tried to explain the different stages and we all agreed 

that it is a long way to the top, but totally achievable in 

the association of sadhus, Gurudeva as the best example. 

After a wonderful lunch on the porch of Nimai’s house, we 

drove back to the healing center for the evening program 

there. We started with wonderful bhajan-songs and 

Gurudeva gave a very nice lecture. 

Again I realized how expertly Gurudeva “feels” and reads 

his audience. Many of the people had no clear conception 

of God as a true spiritual person, and so he cleverly talked 

according to their understanding, slowly bringing them 
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near to our concept of a personal God. But never once he 

“forced” his opinion on someone else. He truly knows the 

art of comforting even the hardcore impersonalists or even 

the atheists. They all just love him and all barricades break 

down. 

Many questions and again, wonderful prasadam followed. 

But the quest for truth of the audience did not end. After 

eating, they again bombarded Gurudeva with intelligent 

questions and he gently replied to all of them. Again we 

could see a true master of understanding and compassion 

at work. 

We drove home after the lovely program, fully satisfied 

and full of deepest impressions of bhakti-tattva. 

 

Tuesday, August 23rd 

On this day, we had kind of a “day-off”, but not really... 

We fasted until noon and it was actually “our own” 

janmastami day. In the morning Gurudeva spoke about 

Krishna’s birth and Sridhar read another poem of one of 

the Alvars and the poem was about Krishna’s birth too. 

Very ecstatically it described the circumstances, both in 



~ Diary of Tarun Govinda das ~ 

~ 124 ~ 

Mathura and then in Vraja. All of us really entered the 

spirit of janmastami. 

 

Dr Deepa had a wonderful idea. She made a paste from 

rice flour and water and with it she “painted” Krishna’s 

footprints on the floor, leading from outside into the 

kitchen. It really looked wonderful and helped 

“stimulating” the mood. Gurudeva also was in bliss. For 

hours we talked and Dr Deepa was preparing a huge feast. 

Spontaneously we decided to invite Nimai Caitanya and 

his wife, but only Nimai found the time. When he came, 

we continued talking about bhakti-tattva and Gurudeva 

had Nimai read from Brahma-samhita by Sripad Narayana 

Maharaja - the chapter about the gopal-mantra. What an 

ecstatic reading with the comments of Sripad BV Sadhu 

Maharaja. 

After some time, the cooking was done and we were short 

before the offering ceremony. Sridhar sang melodious 

prayer-hymns and then offered the food also to my deity 

Sri Mohan Giridhari. During and after the ceremony we 

sang sweet bhajans and then Dr Deepa and Govinda priya 
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served the feast. After prasadam, we chilled out a bit on 

the couch and everyone shared some realizations. Short 

before he left, Nimai gave Gurudeva another acupuncture 

treatment and a nice massage. It broke his heart to leave 

Gurudeva, but late at night, he had to leave. He stayed in 

contact the whole time and he even called Gurudeva on 

the last day, 15 minutes before Gurudeva’s flight was due. 

We truly found another brother in Nimai. Now our family 

grew and grew: Madhuri, Sridhar, Dr Deepa, Nimai, his 

wife,… - what great souls we were allowed to meet by the 

mercy of Sripad BV Sadhu Maharaja. 

 

Wednesday, August 24th 

After our own personal wonderful janmastami, it was time 

to say goodbye to our new family, Dr Deepa and Sridhar. 

Breakfast again was unbelievable and then we packed our 

things with a heavy heart. Tears were shed on all sides and 

in separation we drove away. But not too far away, for 

Gurudeva wanted some “fresh air” at a location which 

rhymes with “Schmaar Schmucks”... lol. 
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From there we drove to New York in about four hours and 

again, we had the experience of Gurudeva telling us many 

intimate sharings. 

The next location for a few days would be Tarrytown, NY, 

at a place called “The White House” and really, it was a 

white house. It stood on private property and was the 

home of a very nice pastor there. We were welcomed by 

two elderly ladies, Dee and Genie and also the pastor 

joined us soon enough. We had leftovers from our great 

janmastami prasadam and we made plates for everyone in 

the room. They immediately fell in love with our kind-

hearted Gurudeva and they hung on his words with all 

their attention. 

Since they are practicing Christians and Gurudeva knows 

and loves Jesus, they at once entered common territory 

and Gurudeva again ecstatically interwove Eastern and 

Western philosophy. Gurudeva knows the Bible very well 

because he went to a good Catholic school and he adores 

Jesus and his true teachings. After the affectionate sit-in 

and talk, each went to his/her room and took a little rest. 
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In the evening, a program was scheduled in NYC at 

Lalitamba Mandiram (110 West 86th Street). Again, a 

completely different crowd gathered, mainly esoteric 

searchers. There, Gurudeva spoke about the importance of 

our relationship with a personal God. Love needs two, he 

said. When you “become” God, there will be no more love, 

no exchange of love. He truly represented the teachings of 

our bhakti-tradition, again without forcefully “imposing” 

our ideals on the audience. But they accepted anyway, just 

because they loved Gurudeva. 

Again I had a deep realization: Even here, deep in New 

York City, many souls wandered to this evening program, 

without even knowing what would they receive or whom 

they would meet... Again I could see how Gurudeva 

immediately stole their hearts with his true humility and 

honest love and compassion for all the beings. Each 

person in that smallish room felt loved and respected and 

just at peace. 

This was the day when the enormous loving service of the 

couple Krishna Das and his wife Lalita dasi started. From 

now on, they catered prasadam to each and every program 
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in NYC. After prasadam we left for our new residency, the 

White House in Tarrytown and everyone rested very 

nicely. 

 

Thursday, August 25th 

This was to become a very, very astonishing and 

marvellous day. After resting and sadhana-practice in the 

morning, Gurudeva was invited to the home of (another 

wonderful) Deepa from India to have breakfast at her 

place. And again we found another family member, 

another sister with a big heart. She cooked a wonderful 

large meal and she invited four more devotees, so it 

became a small program. One nice devotee and his wife 

had a book with them about the ratha-yatra-festival in 

Puri. I had to read an excerpt and Gurudeva went really 

very deep. He explained the true inner meaning of the 

cart-festival. 

“What does the Jagannatha-temple mean? It means that 

Krishna is now in Dvaraka, living in opulence. What does 

the Gundica-temple mean? It represents Vrindavana. Who 

is pulling the cart? Caitanya Mahaprabhu in the mood of 
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Radhika. So actually, Krishna is leaving Dvaraka for 

Vrindavana for one week.” 

Gurudeva elaborated on the emotions of the inhabitants of 

Vraja, awaiting their Krishna and tears welled up in his 

eyes. The atmosphere in the room changed and everyone 

could “feel” the pangs of separation which Gurudeva felt. 

Unbelievable - one moment we chill out at a wonderful 

breakfast, next minutes we are in Vrindavana. After this 

truly moving story we had to leave for the afternoon 

program. 

Saranagati devi dasi together with other persons organized 

a conference at the UN-Plaza. The conference was called 

“Peace after consciousness” and Gurudeva was scheduled 

to speak there. So we drove there and it was very 

impressive. The huge UN-building-complex with all the 

flags and we were there in the middle of it all. After 

introductory speeches and very nice singing from a famous 

lady-singer, Gurudeva also started to sing “Radhe 

Govinda” and slowly the room started to fill up and the 

atmosphere changed again - love was in the air. 
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Then Gurudeva spoke on “real peace”. You only can be at 

peace when you know yourself, your relationship with the 

Highest Self and when you know about what to do. He 

called bhakti “Love in Action” and everybody could grasp 

the meaning at once. There is only one goal, pure love of 

God and we all are brothers and sisters. No need for any 

qualification, no need for racism, this “–ism” or that “-

ism”. Love is universal, Gurudeva said. And I watched 

every face and every pair of eyes and every pair of ears was 

in tune with Gurudeva. The room was full and Gurudeva 

went a little deeper in the understanding of our personal 

relationship with God (Krishna). Many questions came up 

and again he gave masterful answers. Again Krishna das 

and Lalita dasi served huge amounts of prasadam and 

everyone was in bliss. 

After eating, Gurudeva was asked to be part of an internet-

television show. The moderator, Alan Steinfeld, asked 

Gurudeva many questions and Gurudeva was very nicely 

explaining to him every aspect of personal Godhead. He 

strongly emphasized on the concept of the soul and the 

Highest Soul and the love between them. He rejected the 
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modern idea of merging into God or even becoming God 

in a very funny and heart-warming way, without being 

forceful or imposing. 

After the program in the UN-Plaza, we drove back to our 

White House in Tarrytown. The evening program was 

scheduled there and Gurudeva was invited to speak to the 

Christian community of Tarrytown. So after a short rest, 

the program started at 7.30 pm. Many members of their 

community arrived and after a short bhajan-singing, 

Gurudeva asked me to read from one of their books, a 

comparative study of different religions on different 

topics. Gurudeva chose the topic ”liberation” and he had 

me read a verse from the Bible (Luke 4, 18-19): 

 

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

because he has anointed me 

to preach good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to release the oppressed, 

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” 
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Gurudeva explained, that there are three important things 

here: The spirit, God and Jesus. The spirit is the energy of 

God, God is the person God and Jesus is the self-realized 

master. Gurudeva explained what “anointed me” means: 

The Lord gave His mercy to Jesus and made him self-

realized, imbibed him with the guru-potency. So Jesus was 

able to preach good news to the poor. Who is poor? 

Everyone in the bodily conception of life is poor. We all 

are. What means freedom for the prisoners? Who is a 

prisoner? Again, we all are prisoners in our body, ruled by 

the senses, no peace, always pain. Freedom? Only realizing 

the self as soul brings freedom, liberation. Not waiting for 

death and then freedom (liberation). No, in this life, 

freedom is possible by realizing the soul and its eternal 

relationship to Krishna. 

Blind? Our eyes are blinded by ignorance. We are all 

ignorant of our true self, of our beloved God. So the great 

masters came to give freedom, to open our eyes for divya-

jnana, divine knowledge and ultimately divine vision. 

It was so quiet you could hear a pin drop in the room, total 

stillness. Gurudeva really was at his best, quoting 
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scriptures here and there. Amen, Amen, here and over 

there, Amen and Amen again - the people were 

thunderstruck by Gurudeva’s words of wisdom, of his 

ability to combine their true faith with the spirit of true, 

pure bhakti. 

At the end one lady was asked by Gurudeva to read the 

letters of St. Paul (1 Corinthians 13): 

The Supremacy of Love 

If I speak in the languages of humans and angels but have 

no love, I have become a reverberating gong or a clashing 

cymbal. 

If I have the gift of prophecy and can understand all secrets 

and every form of knowledge, and if I have absolute faith so 

as to move mountains but have no love, I am nothing.  

Even if I give away everything that I have and sacrifice 

myself, but have no love, I gain nothing. 

 

Love is always patient; 

love is always kind; 

love is never envious 

or arrogant with pride. 
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Nor is she conceited, 

and she is never rude; 

she never thinks just of herself 

or ever get annoyed. 

She never is resentful; 

is never glad with sin, 

but always glad to side with truth, 

whene'er the truth should win. 

She bears up under everything, 

believes the best in all, 

there is no limit to her hope, 

and she will never fall. 

 

Love never fails. Now if there are prophecies, they will be 

done away with. If there are languages, they will cease. If 

there is knowledge, it will be done away with. For what we 

know is incomplete and what we prophesy is incomplete. 

But when what is complete comes, then what is incomplete 

will be done away with. When I was a child, I spoke like a 

child, thought like a child, and reasoned like a child. When I 

became a man, I gave up my childish ways. Now we see only 
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an indistinct image in a mirror, but then we will be face to 

face. Now what I know is incomplete, but then I will know 

fully, even as I have been fully known. Right now three 

things remain: faith, hope, and love. But the greatest of 

these is love. 

 

We should become again like a child, Gurudeva said. With 

a pure, innocent heart we can all see God face to face. Like 

a dirty mirror needs to be cleaned, our heart needs to be 

cleaned. By chanting the Lord’s Holy Name our heart, our 

internal mirror becomes pure and then we can see our self 

and the Self of God. 

 

ceto-darpana-marjanam bhava-maha — davagni 

nirvapanam 

shreyah-kairava-chandrika-vitaranam vidya-vadhu-jivanam 

anandambudhi-vardhanam prati-padam 

purnamritaswadanam 

sarvatma-snapanam param vijayate sri-krishna-

sankirtanam 
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“Glory to the Sri Krishna sankirtana, which cleanses the 

heart of all the dust accumulated for years and 

extinguishes the fire of conditional life, of repeated birth 

and death. This sankirtana movement is the prime 

benediction for humanity at large because it spreads the 

rays of the benediction moon. It is the life of all 

transcendental knowledge. It increases the ocean of 

transcendental bliss, and it enables us to fully taste the 

nectar for which we are always anxious.” 

 

After the speech, many persons asked very personal 

questions and Gurudeva answered them again to their full 

satisfaction. One issue was the importance of true family 

life and he made a strong point in being a very good, 

truthful and caring parent if we want our children to be 

happy. 

Again, for the second time this day, Krishna das and his 

wife served wonderful prasadam and everyone loved it. 

After eating, some devotees stayed up with us and 

Gurudeva until 1 pm, discussing many intimate things of 

bhakti-interest. 



~ Diary of Tarun Govinda das ~ 

~ 137 ~ 

Friday, August 26th 

After a good morning with rest and morning practices 

Gurudeva was greeted by the school children of the 

Church in Tarrytown. They loved our signs on our 

foreheads called “tilak” and most of them wanted to have 

one. So we marked them with the sign of bhakti. 

Then we went on our way to our next program. This one 

was scheduled in Jackson Heights in a company room 

called “Parents in action”. We arrived there early, like 11.45 

am, and Gurudeva had a pleasant talk with the store 

owner and soon they were talking about philosophy, the 

owner being a devotee of Sai Baba. The subject matter was 

Maharaja Pariksit and his remaining seven days (Srimad 

Bhagavatam). 

The evening program was in New Jersey. We arrived there 

in the evening before Gurudeva. It was in Englewood, New 

Jersey, at the lovely home of Jay Sri devi dasi. She was just 

finishing cooking and so we helped her prepare the lecture 

room with cushions and pillows and stuff. And then 

Gurudeva came to the house. The lecture started and he 

began by describing the wonderful pictures on the wall, 
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done by Syamarani devi dasi. We were all spellbound. 

There were like five of them, one more beautiful than the 

other and Gurudeva beautified them even more. 

Then he had me bring in one of Sripad BV Narayana 

Maharajas books, so I went and got it. Then he had me 

choose a nice verse and since he was very nicely explaining 

the maha-mantra in the beginning of the class, I chose 

some verses from Bhaktivinod Thakur’s “Bhajana rahasya”, 

about the glories of the Holy Name and Gurudeva was 

very happy with my choice. 

The lecture went on nicely and Gurudeva spoke very 

strong about being in the right association, aiming at the 

right goal. He clearly made the point that Sri Caitanya 

Mahaprabhu gave us something special, something which 

was never given before. Gurudeva focused the subject of 

manjari-bhava, the highest rasa possible. He said we are 

all Radhika’s servants, female servants of course. He really 

went deep into the topic of Radha-dasyam, servitude to 

Radhika. Krishna is only interesting for us because He is 

Radha’s Krishna. We love Radhika more. We only live to 

be with and for Her. Everyone was so mesmerized, again. 
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But since here more senior devotees were present, 

Gurudeva decided to speak on another level, much deeper 

than before because the audience could digest it. And they 

loved it. Many questions were asked and always he came 

up with the best answer. 

So right after that, prasadam was served and everyone ate 

to their gusto. Thank you, dear Jay Sri devi dasi for hosting 

such a wonderful program! 

Gurudeva also had some prasadam and he was very happy 

with everything, especially with the fact, that his 

daughter-in-law Diana showed up with his grand-kids 

(two boys and a girl). He decided to stay with his family 

for the night and after the feast they were ready to go. 

Everyone wanted to say goodbye and like always, 

Gurudeva gave everyone a hug. Then Gurudeva left with 

his family and we drove straight to Tarrytown. 

 

Saturday, August 27th 

At about 6.30 am Gurudeva called and told us to meet him 

outside the house in one hour to go to the next program at 

the Omega Center. Then, after some time he called again 
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and told us to meet him at Exit 13 on the way to Albany. 

For this weekend, a terrible hurricane was announced and 

fear spread out like wildfire. He cancelled the program in 

Long Island because at 12 am on that day they closed all 

traffic in NYC, no buses, no subways, it was becoming a 

pure mess. 

So we met with him and with his daughter-in-law Diana at 

said Exit and from there we drove on to the highway 87 

towards Albany. We decided to sleep over in his son 

Priyesh’s place and we would go there right now because 

the announced hurricane came closer. In the evening 

there was a program scheduled in Rhinebeck at the 

Omega center, but it started at 8 pm and for this night 

also, there were big hurricane warnings. 

 

We arrived at Priyesh’s place in Albany, had a wonderful 

lunch cooked by Mataji and rested for the rest of the day 

and watched CNN for hurricane news. At 5 pm, Gurudeva 

decided to cancel the evening program. It just was too 

dangerous. So we stayed there for the night. 
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Sunday, August 28th 

After a very nice breakfast, consisting of Lasagna, pasta 

and green salad we all drove together to the Legacy Inn in 

Lake George: Gurudeva, Priyesh, Mataji, Govinda priya 

and me. There we met with Raghunatha Batta das and his 

wife, who were eagerly awaiting Gurudeva. Also we were 

very happy to meet again with our brother Raj and the 

guys staying at the Legacy Inn. It just is a great place to be 

and chill out in refreshing natural surroundings. In the 

afternoon, Gurudeva gave a great lecture.  

I’ve never heard him speak like that. He spoke on guru-

tattva, commenting on Narottama Thakurs “Sri Guru 

Carana Padma”. 

Honestly, this lecture answered all of my questions and 

those of my wife. He exactly knew what was on our minds 

and just spoke about it. It was utterly fantastic, extremely 

sweet and ocean-deep. 

Then came the blackout: no more electricity. Raj, Govinda 

priya, Mataji and me went to Walmart to get some 

candles. Gurudeva was very tired so he went to sleep short 

after we brought the candles and he took us both with him 
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to his room, where we had a wonderful talk about special 

guru-seva, mentioned by Sripad Jiva Goswami. After that 

we had a family-like candle-light-sit-in with Raj up to 

midnight and then we went to bed. 

 

Monday, August 29th 

Today was the appearance day of Sripad Gour Govinda 

Swami, the guru of our friend Raghunatha Bhatta das. So 

together with his wife he organized a program in the living 

room of Raj at the Legacy Inn and during the program, his 

wife cooked a feast. 

Raghunatha Bhatta das very nicely spoke about his 

meetings with his Gurudeva and about his realizations. 

Then Gurudeva spoke a bit and we had some bhajans. 

Feast was served and after the feast, we went outside into 

the sunshine to relax. I decided to go for a last swim in the 

swimming pool, much to the delight of Gurudeva. 

At about 3.30 pm we said goodbye to our new brother Raj 

and I shed some tears, because we really developed a deep 

friendship and it always is hard to say goodbye to a good 

friend. But we will come back! 
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We arrived again at Priyesh’s place and in the evening 

Mataji cooked a nice dinner. I invited my longtime friend 

Paramananda das (Porcelly) and his girlfriend and 

Gurudeva was very pleased to see them both. He spoke 

with them for some time, let them accept prasadam and 

after a nice little sit-in, they left and we started packing 

and confirming our flights, because the following day was 

Gurudeva’s and our flight. So, after arranging everything 

nicely, everyone went to sleep. 

 

Tuesday, August 30th 

Departure day. 

At 7.30 am, we said goodbye (again) with a heavy heart to 

Mataji and Priyesh and we thanked them for their 

unbelievable hospitality and kindness. It was not from this 

world. Their association was and still is priceless. 

Govinda priya mastered the enormous challenge to drive 

all the way from Albany to JKF in New York City. By 

Gurudeva’s mercy, everything went very smoothly and we 

arrived safely at Terminal 4 at 11.55 am. Gurudeva’s flight 

was at 4.35 pm, so we had a picnic at the airport with lots 
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of instructional talks by Gurudeva and then he went 

through Gate 7 at about 2.30 pm.  

“My time is over now. No crying, just a quick goodbye!”  

And there we stood, watching him disappear into the 

crowd, his silvery hair on the horizon of human beings 

and then he was gone. But not from our heart. There, he 

will always stay, our dearly beloved siksa-guru und 

Gurudeva. 

I cannot even begin to describe what that trip meant to us, 

what incredible mercy came upon us. It was like a dream 

and then better and with tears in my eyes I mentally bow 

down to a true sad-guru who really lives a live of love, 

showing it to others - how it really can be done. 

There are no words good enough to use as a “thank you-

note”. None. But my heart will tell him my eternal thank 

you when I meet him again. 

All glories to Sripad BV Sadhu Maharaja! 

 

 



 

~ 145 ~ 

Acknowledgments 

 

Special thanks are extended to all those who helped with 

the process of editing, insights, pictures, cover and so on:  

Acyutananda das 

Gopika devi dasi 

Gopinath das 

Prem Arjuna das 

Sridhar das 

Tarun Govinda das 

 

Thank you very much for your great work!!! 

 

(In spite of careful examinations mistakes can happen – 

they are entirely to blame on the person transcribing the 

various lectures.) 

 

© 2014 by Sripad BV Sadhu Maharaja 

 

 

 



 

~ 146 ~ 

 


